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bility, and Gentry, Newly Aſſociated : 
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; He that 1s firſt in his own cauſe ſeemeth juſt; but his Neighbour cometh. 


and ſearcheth him. PROv. xvili. 17. 


For the CR ux ch of ENGLAND, I am perſuaded that the conſtant Doctrine 
of it is ſo pure and orthodox, that whoſoever believes it, and lives according 
to it, undoubtedly he ſhall be ſaved; and that there is No ERROR in it, 
which may neceſſitate or warrant any Man to pisTURB THE PEACE OR 
RENOUNCE THE COMMUNION OF IT» CHILLINGWOR TH» 
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SIR, 

T HE Pamphlet, which gave occaſion to the 

following remarks, did not come to mv 
hands till ſome weeks, or months, I believe, 
after you had preſented it to the world. It often 
happens to us Country Divines, who reſide at a 
diſtance from the Metropolis, to be kept in utter 
ignorance of the publications of the ſeaſon ; and 


1 

4 

1 
1 
br 
+ 
? 

Dia“ 

! 

3 

* 

1 
f 

Ws 
199. 

+ 

by © 
* 
14 

+ 
65 
* 
* 
* 
i» 

! %* 

* 

: 1 

* 

; * 

T7 
3 1 
» 4 

0 * 
* 1 

c 
* 
4 4 
5 
** 
21 
. 
+ 
1 
1 
* 
* 
Y . 
. N 
tity 
"6 
* 
20 
IL % 
5 
ND 
"4 
1 % 
; 4 
(45: 
. 

14 7 

1 

1 . 

+ 

8 4 
* % 
1:49 

ha 
+'% 

,» 

* 

| 

' 

' ” 4 
1% 
HE 

{44 

1 

„ 1 

| 12 1 
ur 

' * 

> 


many of them would entirely eſcape our notice, 
if ſome of the Reviews, or Book-Clubs within 
our neighbourhood, of one or other of which we 
are moſt of us members, did not bring them under 
our obſervation. In the preſent inſtance indeed 
it might have been expected, that the merits and 
celebrity of your work would ſooner have intro- 
duced it to my acquaintance, But ſo it was, and 

B I men- 


t 


Apoiog y for the Liturgy and Clergy 

I mention the circumſtance with regret, that, al- 
though I am curious in looking after the produc- 
tions of modern authors, the HinTs, &c. ſub- 
mitied to the ſerious attention of the Clergy, Mobi- 
lity, and Gentry, Newly Afeciated, never once fell 
in my way, till a conſiderable time after they had 
been reviſed and reprinted by you in a ſecond 
edition. 


You have decorated your title-page, and, at 
proper intervals, your pamphlet, with a few ſen- 
tences of Latin, on purpoſe, I ſuppoſe, to im- 
preſs on your readers, as early as poſſible, an 
idea of your learning. Without attempting 
however to avail yourſelf of this advantage, or 
to compel our aſſent by the authority of your 
name, you aſſume, without ornament or addition, 
the ſimple title of Layman. Nor do I in the 
leaſt ſuſpect the character to be feigned: Firſt, 
becauſe you were under no neceſſity of having 
recourle to a fiction; and, Secondly, becauſe I 
think it impoſſible for any Clergyman to have put 
together a ſtring of propoſitions, ſo very injuri— 
ous to his own order, and fo greatly detracting 
from the credit of the Church of which he is a 
Miniſter, as occur in your ſhort performance. 
What other appellations you may claim, as you 

| have 


_.. ˙ 


of the Church of England. 3 


have not thought it prudent to announce, I hold 
it a ſort of ill- breeding ſcrupulouſly to enquire, 
You were doubtleſs aware that, whatever the co- 
lour of your life may be, when you condeſcended 
to take upon you the form and habit of an Author, 


you were under a neceſſity of foregoing every 
other mark of diſtinction that may belong to you. 


The community of letters, you want not to be in- 
formed, is a perfect Republic; and no rewards are 
aſſigned, in that ſociety, but to thoſe, who are found, 
after a ſevere and impartial examination, to have 
deſerved them. - EY 
Miſtake me not as if I meant, in what I have 
farther to offer, to treat you or your opinions 
with incivility or indecent freedom. As I really 
believe you to be, what you declare yourſelf! 
to be, a friend, as fir as your knowledge will 
carry you, to the true principles of the Conſtlitu- 
tion in Church end State, you have a right to 


_ every mark of reſpect that is due to thoſe who 


wiſh well to the cauſe of religious and civil li- 
berty. I do not imagine, you have ſo much as 
once miſrepreſented any fact, or mis- ſtated any 
argument, through ill faith, or with an intention 
to deceive; but merely for want of ſufficient in- 


formation in the ſubject, which you profeſs to 


diſcuſs. I have only to lament, that, in the cen- 
5 B 2 ſures 


— 
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ſures you have caſt on the Church of England 
and its Miniſters, you have unfortunately been 
too much in haſte to attend to that golden 
rule, worthy to be written in the heart of every 
controverſialiſt, by which you would have been 
inſtructed to underſtand firſt, and then rebuke.* 

Without farther preface, then, or apology, I 
proceed directly to your pamphlet; putting down, 
with all frankneſs, the ſeveral obſervations that 
occurred to me on the firſt peruſal, and in no 
other order but that which the train of reaſoning 
in the pamphlet itſelf ſuggeſted, 


I. 


By way of preparing us for what we are to ex- 
pect, you begin with bewailing, in pathetic terms, 
the great increaſe of profaneneſs and irreligion wilh. 
in the laſt twenty years; the indifference that ap- 
pears in all orders of men for every thing ſerious 
and ſacred; and the conſequences that are to be 
dreaded, if a ſpeedy flop be not put to the rapid 
progreſs of this national calamity.F And here, I an 
perſuaded, you do but expreſs the feelings and 
apprehenſions of every man, who has any re- 
maining regard for the declining intereſts of piety 


* Ecclus, xi. 7, + Pages 2, 5, 6. 
and 


of the Church of England, 5 
and virtue. You then inſinuate your fears, but 


with the utmoſt addreſs and delicacy, and in a 
manner exactly ſuited to your plan, which was to 


— Hint a fault and heſitate diſlike,” — 


that the New Aſſociation, avowedly formed for 


the purpoſe of carrying into effect the Royal Pro- 
_ clamation againſt vice and immorality, will pro- 


bably fail of its end.“ And here, too, I am fo 
happy as to coincide with you in ſentiment; as, 


however I may approve and applaud the deſign 


of thoſe very reſpectable perſons, whoſe names 
appear at the head of this aſſociation, and eſpe- 
cially of him, who with unwearied pains and from 
the pureſt motives firſt ſet it on foot, I own I 


entertain but ſlender hopes of laſting good fron. 


a ſcheme, which encourages informations againſt 
petty offenders, but dares not meddle with the 


guilty great, to the baleful influence of whoſe 
example are chiefly to be aſcribed the enormities 


of the lower claſſes of ſociety. You go on to 
advance, that the maſs of Ide people can never be 
brought to a proper ſenſe of duty, till more attention 
be paid by their betters 10 religion in general, and 
fo public divine worſhip in particular, F Nor am I 


Pages 8, 9, 13. 4 P. 3. 
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diſpoſed to diſpute with you the truth of this po- 
fition. Thus far I travel in company with you, 
with ſatisfaction and delight: but here, alas! is 
the parting point, at which I feel myſelf com- 
pelled to leave you : we are arrived at the vertex 
of the angle of the Samian letter, after which 
every ſtep we take will remove us to a farther 
diſtance from each other : from this place we 
ſeparate, never to meet more. 


II. 


After having ſaid, that no alteration is to be 
expected in the morals of the common people, 
till they diſcover in their ſuperiors a greater at- 
tachment to the National Religion; “ your next 
attempt is to aſſign the aus of this general ne- 
glect. Which cauſe, in your opinion, can be no 
other than this; that certain parts of the Liturgy 
of the Church of England are ſo ofjenſive, ill-found- 
ed, and unſcriptural, that a very large number of 
per/ons, (among the Larry, I preſume, you mean,) 
of the beſt character and pureſt principles of reli- 
gion, are reſtrained by their conſciences from Joining 


n gur public worſhip, f 
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And are you, Sir, in earneſt, when you attri- 
bute to this, as the adequate cauſe, the ſhameful - 
diſregard to religion, which univerſally prevails ? 
Is there any thing, I would aſk, fo very excep- 
tionable in our ſervice- book, that a ſcrious Chril- 
tian cannot be preſent at the reading of it, or of- 
fer up his prayers and praiſes to his Creator, ac- 
cording to the form preſcribed by it, without vi- 
olating his conſcience ? That ſome little impro- 
prieties, and even trifling miſtakes, may here and 
there be found in it, its warmeſt advocates have 
never attempted to deny: but do you need to be 
told, that the ſame objection may be made to 
every form of prayer but ove in the Chriſtian 
world ? for from blemiſhes and errors, oreater or 
leſs, no human compoſition ever was, is, or ever 
will be, free. With all its imperfections, the fa- 
mous Richard Baxter, as bitter an enemy to our 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution as it ever had, was fair 


enough to own, that almoſt every Church on earth 
hath a worſe Lilurgy than ours: the offenſive 
matters, which adhere to it, you yourſelf acknow- 
ledge to be but few and, if others of the higheſt 
reputation for learning may be credited, it abounds 
with many and ſhining virtues. And where in a 
public Ritual the great points of morality are 

Page 10. 


ſecured, 
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8 Apology for the Liturgy and Clergy 
ſecured, where nothing is enjoined inconſiſtent 
with piety to God and charity to our fellow-crea- 
tures, duty, no leſs than prudence, teaches us to 
acquieſce in the eſtabliſhed forms, rather than ſe- 
parate from the National Church, or attempt to 
introduce innovations in its worſhip, ſome of 
which are inſignificant or trifling, and others can- 
not be admitted without departing from the prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian faith. 
But, leaving this conſideration at preſent, give 
me leave to obſerve, that when you affirm con- 
cerning thoſe Highbly-reſpelted perſons,* who ab- 
ſent themſelves from the ſervice of the Church 
on account of certain defects ſuppoſed to belong 
to it, that their number is very large ;F I cannot 
but ſuſpect you mult be greatly miſtaken in the 
fact. By expreſsly ſtating, that, under the de- 
ſcription of irreligious, you comprehend every per- 
ſon who does not give proof of his attachment to re- 
ligion by attendance on ſome public worſhip, either 
of the Eftabliſhed Church or of ſome other, (of which 
number [that is, number of irreligious] many 
worTuay perſons, and DEVOUT ones too, you truſt, 
form no inconſiderable part,)F it ſhould ſeem that 
profeſſed Diſſenters, thoſe at leaſt who frequent 
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their own places of worſhip, are not meant to he 
included in your liſt : and, leaving them out of 
the reckoning, the remainder, who from motives 
of conſcience refuſe to partake with us in ſocial 
worſhip, in my opinion can be but ſmall. I am 
yet to learn, that in any oi the pariſhes in and 
near the Metropolis, the Churches are delerted, 
or not ſo well attended as formerly, on account 
of exceptions taken againſt the Liturgy ; and, in 
my own pariſh, I am certain, as well as in others 
round about me, a deficiency of this ſort was 
never ſo much as heard of. The bulk cf the 
people ſubmit, with much complacency, to the 
religion of the State ; and, where no undue arts 
are employed to perplex their underſtandings, do 
not uſually trouble themſelves or their neigh- 
bours with theological niceties. As to others, 
whoſe conſciences are more tender, worthy Per- 
ſons, and devout ones too,“ they may be; but not, 
as I conceive, deſerving of particular regard foi 
their numbers, nor yet much to be reſpected for 
their abilities: Very literate or very wrong-headed 
are the terms by which I ſhould deſcribe them, 
were not the language a little too ſtrong ; al- 
though under thoſe denominations, you are plea- 
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ſed to tell us, all the Clergy may be compriſed, who 
would continue to read the Athanaſian Creed to 
their congregations, if it were left to their option 
to uſe it or not. 

Still it is not to be denied, that multitudes 
there are, and eſpecially in what you call be fine 
world,F who are remarkable for nothing more 
than an habitual neglect of all religious ordinan- 
ces. But you know, Sir, and every man of ſenſe 
knows, it is not from any diſlike to the ſervice 
of the Church of England that this neglect ariſes, 
but becauſe they care not for ny ſervice: God is 
not in all their thoughts; the hopes and fears of 
religion enter not into any of their ſchem's; the 
weekly returns of the ſeaſons, appointed for the 

performance of divine offices, come and go with- 
out being perceived, at leaſt without bringing 
along with them any ſcrious reflections; the hours 
of the day on Sundays are appropriated to tra- 
velling, and the hours of the night to cards; and 
neither time nor inclination is left for the exer- 
ciſes of public or private piety, Even when ſome 
extraordinary occaſion compels them to appear 
at the houſe of Gad, their behaviour too plainly 
ihews this is conſidered by them as matter of 
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mere form; and that, whatever be the opinion 
of the other worſhippers, they are too wiſe to think 
themſelves at all intereſted in the buſineſs that is 
going on. Of which perverſicy of underſtanding 
a notable inſtance, as I have been informed, was 
ſeen, no long time ago, in the deportment of a 
certain perſon of diſtinguiſhed rank, who, hap- 
pening on a Sunday to pay a viſit of reſpect to 
his Majeſty, when abſent from lis capital in one 
of his ſummer excurſions, was under the neceſ- 
firy of allowing himſelf to be carried along with 
the train that accompanied his Royal Maſter to 
Church. His prayer-book, of which probably 
he had forgot the uſe, lay vnopened before him 
during the whole ſervice: he ſtood, like one 
| amazed and our of his proper element; his exe 
| wild and wandering, and his ſtubborn knees re- 
N fuſing to bow, though it were before the Lord his 
Maker, * Neither the ſolemnity of the time, nor 


; | the pomp and ſplendour of the worſhip, nor the 

: | preſence and example of the Sovercign, nor the 

e ſight of multitudes beſides of all ages and con- 

r | ditions, in every varied poſture of devotion intent 

y | on one common object, now engaged in acts of 

tf WU fcnt prayer and praiſe, now liſting up their 
* Pf. xcv. 6, 
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voices, and together with the pealing organ ma- 
king a cheerful noiſe to the God“ of their ſalvation, 
were of force ſufficient to make the leaſt impreſ- 
ſion on the mind of this noble viſitant, or ena- 
bled him to catch ſo much as one ſpark from that 
flame of piety which was blazing all around him. 

hether the inſtance here adduced be a rare one 
and fingle in its kind, or whether there be not 
others whom the ſame hiſtory might ſuit, I pre- 
tend not to determine. In general I am under 
no apprehentions that what I have ſaid will be 
cenſured as an unfaithful picture of modern man- 
ners; although I readily admit there are excep- 
tions, a few, even in faſhionable life, to whom 
the above repreſentation will by no means apply ; 
and among thoſe few, notwithſtanding what you 


I hope, and am willing to believe, you yourſelf 
are juſtly to be included, 


1H; 


But you have another ſet of witneſſes in reſerve, 
to confirm your opinion of the defective ſtate of 
our Liturgy, in matters of faith and worſhip, 
whom one would leaſt of all have expected to 


* Pf, lxxxi, 1. 1 Page 1. | * PR. 35 
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have ſeen produced on an occaſion like the pre- 
ſent; and theſe are the CLER GV of the Church of 
England themſelves. You are ſo perſuaded of 
their teſtimony in your favour, that you take offici- 
ous pains to remind us of it at every turn. Thus 
you do not heſitate to aſſure us, that certain parts, 
in the public ſervice and DOCTRINE of the Church, 
are acknowledged by EvEeRY CLERGYMAN OF 
LEARNING AND CANDOUR 76 be ill- founded and 
unſcriptural ;* and that No MAN OF SENSE AND 
LEARNING can maintain them. T Not content 
with theſe aſſertions, for it is too ſoft a name to 
call them Hints, you have the temerity to ſay, 
that the offenſive matters in our ſervice are in fatt 
given up, in the minds of EVERY CLERGYMAN 45 
well as Layman, who without prejudice has con- 
ſidered them.} And again, where you are ſpeak- 
ing of the Athanaſian Creed, you add, his is a 


part of the ſervice, which evtRy CLERGYMAN of 


the leaſt knowledge and judgment muſt know to be 
repugnant to the ſacred word of God: And you 
deſire to appeal to no other tribunal, for a decifion 
of this point, than to the breaſt of EVERY CANDID 
AND ENLIGHTENED CLERGYMAN, WH/0 would lay 
bis band upon his heart, and fairly ſpeak out the 
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dictates of his conſcience. | Really, Sir, I cannot 
help lamenting the infelicity of your ſituation, 
which ſeems to hive introduced you to a very 
odd ſet of acquainiznce, both among the Laity 
and the Clergy : Of the former, ſome making uſe 
of certain flaws in our religious ſervice as a mere 
pretext to cover their own backwardneſs towards an 
attendance upon it ;F and others, werthy perſons 
and devout ones to F, you are pleaſed to call them, 
yet of ſo nice and ſqueamiſh conſciences, as not 
to allow them to be preſent at the national worſhip: 
And of the latter, ALL without exception, all of 
any ſenſe and learning, agreed in breaking 
through the moſt ſacred engagements; giving up 
as indefenſible, becauſe repugnant to Scripture, 
certain portions of the book of Common Prayer ; 
(what the portions are you do not ſpecify, but 
important ones they mult needs be; notwithſtand- 
ing they have, every one of them, ſubſcribed in 
writing, and declared in words, and under cir- 
cumſtances of peculiar ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity, 
and ſome of them many times over, that this 
ſame © book containeth in it nothing contrary 
« to the word of God.” It was an old ſaying of the 
elder Cato, concerning the Haruſpices of Etruria, 
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that he wondered how, when one of theſe ſooth- 
ſayers ſaw a brother of the trade, he forbore 
laughing ;* from the conſciouſneſs, J ſuppoſe, 
that the whole myſtery of divination, practiſed 


by their tribe, was a mere joggle and impoſture: 


Were I to credit what you have here delivered of 
the Clergy, I ſhould expect the ſame riſible faculty 


would diſcover itſelf, when two of this profeſſion 


happened to meet; for they likewiſe mui. know, 
that the credit of their craft is altogether founded 
on fraud and diſſimulation. Scrivuſly, Sir, a 
more humiliating and diſgracerul account of the 


Church of England and of its Miniſters was never 


offered to the world, by the avowed enemies of 
both, than is here objected to them by you: And, 
if your accuſation cannot be ſupported by evi- 
dence greater than all exception, you muſt con- 
feſs, that, however undeſignedly and beſides 
your intention, you have committed a moſt 
grie vous offence againſt truth and charity. I 
have already laid before my readers your ſenti- 
ments and mine concerning your /ay-rriends ; 
and I am under no pain as to the iſſue of the en- 
quiry I am about to make concerning thoſe bi- 
ritual guides, whole opinions you have publiſhed, 


* Cic. de Divinatione, II. 24. 
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as ſpecimens of the general perſuaſion of their 
order. 5 


IV. 
Now, Sir, the firſt queſtion I would aſk is, by 


what authority you have taken upon you to de- 
ſcribe the whole body of the Clergy, thoſe I 
mean who are of any eſteem for their judgment 
or erudition, as guilty of the ſhameful prevari- 
cation with which you have charged them? As 
far as your own experience reaches, I give you 
full credit for the truth of your aſſertions ; but 
how you have ventured to affirm the ſame thing 
of others, with whom and their opinions you have 
had no previous acquaintance, or by what ſort of 
logic it 1s that you have been enabled, from pre- 
miſes ſo confined and particular, to draw a con- 
cluſion ſo unlimited and univerſal, is beyond my 
underſtanding to comprehend, Is there any thing 
in the CLERICAL PROFESSION, Which expoſes it 
more than others to the ſuſpicion of management 
and artifice? Or is the FacT, as ſtated by you, ſo 
notorious, as not to ſtand in need of proof? That 
ſome who have taken upon them the office of 
Clergymen of the eſtabliſhment, and have been 
among the keeneſt in looking after the emolu- 


ments 
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ments appendant to it, have ſo far forgot their 
engagements as to © attack the Church from 
« thoſe very pulpits in which they were placed 


e for her defence; that Church, of which they 


« profeſs themſelves Miniſters, and whoſe wages 
ce they continue to take, though in actual /ervice 
« againſt her;“ is not, I fear, to be denied, 
and your own atteſtation may evince. Of this 
deſcription are the perſons, of whom we have 
heard too much, —whether crowned with a mitre, 
or clothed with a linen frock, their diſſimula- 
tion is equally deſerving of cenſure, —who, under 
colour of defending the Unity of the Supreme 


Being, have laboured to undermine the doctrine 


of the adorable Trinity; who have affected great 
zeal in maintaining the Humanity of Chriſt, that 
they might combat with better ſucceſs the argu- 
ments for nis Divinity; who have allowed in words 
the Atonement for Sin by the Sacrifice of his 
Death, and have explained it away into metaphor 
and alluſion ; and who, even in the higheſt order of 
eccleſiaſtics, when employed in the moſt important 
act of their profeſſion, the laying on of hands, f in 
order to confer the miniſterial character on others, 


have ſolemnly invoked the Holy Ghoſt, addreſſing 


Pr. Balguy, Diſc. VI. p. 106. VII. p. 120. + Heb. vi. 2. 
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him as a Perſon, although, in this ſenſe of the 
words, they did not believe there 1s any Holy 
Ghoſt.* But it would be to take the very thing 
for granted which ought to be proved, to pro- 
duce ſuch men as a ſample of the order ; men 
who, however extolled by perſons of the ſame 
opinion with themſelves, can here only be con- 
ſidered as equivocal and excentric characters; 
a ſort of prodigies in the moral world; noticed, 
like other rarities, for their ſingularity, rather 
than reyered for their integrity: And, to uſe the 
words of an excellent writer, © whether their 
ce conduct proceed from a diſlike to all eſtabliſh- 
« ments, or from a deſire of erecting a e one on 
e the ruins of that which ſubſiſts at preſent ; in 
« either caſe, it is contrary to the moſt evident 
« principles of jusrick and Honous.”f If any 
qualities be indiſpenſibly required to conſtitute 
the glory and perfection of the Chriſtian prieſt- 
hood, ſimplicity and ſincerity muſt be among the 
chief: and whoever to his other attainments has 
added theſe virtues, which are indeed but the 
natural effects of that thorough conviction of the 
| ſublime truths of religion, with which we muſt in 


* See an E/ay on Spirit, by Dr. Clayton, Bp. of Clogher. 
+ Dr, Balguy, Diſc, VI. p. 107, 


all 
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all reaſon ſuppoſe the mind of every clergyman to be 
imbued, will be in little danger of deviating into 
the obliquity of behaviour here complained of, or 
of incurring the infamy, I had almoſt ſaid the 
impiety, of miniſtring in a congregation, and 
preſenting to God his own devotions and theirs, 
in a form which his conſcience diſallows. Here 
perhaps I ſhall be told, that it is very poſſible 
that a perſon, who, on his entrance on the ſa- 
cred office, was as well affected as the beſt to the 


doctrines and diſcipline of the national religion, 


may hereafter change his opinions, and find him- 
ſelf compelled, on maturer conſideration, to 
withdraw his aſſent from articles, concerning which 
before he had no doubt, Still I contend, that, even 
in theſe circumſtances, the firſt care of ſuch a one 
ought to be to preſerve his integrity. He cannot 
honeſtly perfiſt in an employment, and ſhare the 


benefits of it, without fulfilling the conditions on 


which that employment was committed to him : 
and all that is left for him to do is to ceaſe to offict- 
ate in a church, whoſe principles he no longer ap- 
proves; to retire from a ſtation, the duties of which, 
conſiſtently with his paſt engagements, he 1s unable 
to diſcharge ; and, contenting himſelf with his own 
ſingularities in private, nor endangering the 
public peace by endeavouring to bring over 

© of others 
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others to his ſentiments, for whom he is now no 
longer reſponſible, to carry along with him, 
what no hypocrite or cunning diflembler will 
ever be able to obtain, the approbation of his 
own heart, and the eſteem of evefy one who 
hears of his ſincerity and honeſty.“ 
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But, leaving Speculations, let us now attend to 
FACTS; and, ſelecting ſome of the-moſt eminent 
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When you aſſert, p. 34, that the officiating miniſter 
is bound by his cath to read the different parts of the ſer- 
vice according as he is directed, you are under a miſtake; 
for I know of no ſuch oath. And here alſo a ſecond miſ- 
take may be noted, which occurs in the ſame page, where 
you ſay, that every young man, flanding for the firſt degree, 
zs obliged to ſubſcribe the articles ;—at the univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, you muſt mean, becauſe you immediately add, that at 
Oxford, every youth, even at his firſt entrance there from ſchool, is 

compelled to ſign them, Now, Sir, you ought to have known, 
that ſubſcription to the XXXIX Articles, for the firſt de- 
gree, in every faculty, at Cambridge, has been aboliſh- 
ed, ten or twelve years ago, and another formula ſubſti- 

- tuted, in which the candidate ſimply profeſſes, that he is a 
a member of the Church of England. From chis latter 
inaccuracy a ſagacious obſerver might perhaps conclude, 
that it was Oxford, and not Cambridge, that had the 
honour of giving the finiſhing hand to the education of 
the learned Author of the Hints. 
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of our Divines, who have appeared ſince the times of 
the Reformation, let us ſee whether their judgment, 
concerning theLiturgy of oureſtabliſhed Church, be 
as unfavourable as yours, Sir, and that of your friends. 

The firſt form ofa Common Prayer-Book in Eng- 


land was in the year 1549, in the reign of Ed. VI. 


which, being thought to retain too much reſem- 
blance to the Roman Ritual, was reviſed by the 
compilers, aſſiſted by men moſt eminent for learn- 


ing in this and other kingdoms, and, the offenſive 
clauſes being now removed, was publiſhed a ſecond 


time in the year 1552. In this amended ſtate it 


was tranſlated into Latin, and by Archbiſhop Cran- 


mer ſent to MARTIN Buces, then, I believe, in 
England, for his peruſal; whoſe anſwer was, 
that, © although there were ſome things which 
tc by unquiet perſons might be forced into mat- 
ce ter of contention, there was nothing in it but 
« what was taken from ſcripture, or agreeable to 
te ſcripture, rightly underſtood.” The ſenti- 
ments of CRANMER concerning the merits of this 
book are well known ; but from no circumſtance 
ſo well, as from that which happened in the year 


1553, the firſt of the reign of Q. Mary; when 


he offered, if the Queen would give him leave, 


to prove, and to defend, before the whole world, 
1 that 
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that the Order of the Church of England, ſet 


out by authority of Edward VI. in his high court 


of Parliament, is ſtrictly conformable to that 
which Chriſt obſerved himſelf, and commanded 
to be obſerved, and is alſo the very ſame that 
had been uſed in the Chriſtian Church for fifteen 
hundred years paſt. And, as one of our moſt 
learned and eloquent writers obſerves, © the zeal 
«© which Archbiſhop Grindal, Biſhop Ridley, and 
ce other the holy martyrs and confeſſors, in Q. 
«© Mary's time, expreſſed for this Liturgy, before 
ce and at the time of their death; defending it 
* by their diſputations, adorning it by their 


cc practice, daily uſing it in time of perſecution. 


« and impriſonment, and ſealing it with their 
ce bloods; are arguments which ought to recom- 
© mend it to all the ſons of the Church of Eng- 
ce land for ever, infinitely to be valued beyond 
« all the little whiſpers and murmurs of argu- 
« ment, pretended againſt it.“ 

One of the firſt and ableſt among the learned 


in the reign of Queen Elizabeth was Biſhop 


JeweL, famous in his day as a preacher, but 
more famous for his Apology for the Church of 
England, written originally in Latin, but after- 
wards tranſlated into Engliſh, and in that lan- 
guage defended by the author againſt the calum- 

nies 
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nies of Harding. This Apology ſoon growing 
into notice, 1t was tranſlated into various tongues; 
and the Council of Trent, which was then ſit- 
ting, thought it of importance enough to appoint 
two perſons to anſwer it, one in the French, the 
other in the Italian, language. Harding's ob- 
jections were chiefly founded on the doctrines of 
Popery, to which, he contended, the Church of 
England approached too nigh : but others con- 


tradicted the received opinions concerning the 
Trinity, the Proceſſion and Divinity of the Holy 


: Ghoſt, and the Baptiſm of Infants; and were the 


ſame in ſubſtance as thoſe urged by Arians, So- 
cinians, and Anabaptiſts, whoſe notions, with 
other whimſies, were very prevalent in England 
at the time of its rupture with Rome. My 
readers will not be ſurprized to learn, that, not- 
withſtanding all that had been proved in the 
Apology and the Defence, Papiſts and Sectaries 
continued ftill unſatisfied; but in the judgment 


of every competent perſon, in that and the ſuc- 


ceeding ages, the victory of our Biſhop was com- 
plete. - 
The latter end of Q. Elizabeth's reign was 


memorabie for the controverſies with the Diſci- 


plinarians ; a ſour and perverſe generation, whom 
no arguments could convince, no kindneſs ſoften, 


and 
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and whoſe aim, in which they were ſecretly ſup- 
ported by the Earl of Leiceſter, was nothing leſs 
than to erect their own form of Church Govern- 
ment on the ruins of the Engliſh Hierarchy. It 
was to expoſe the dangers to be apprehended from 
this faction, that the venerable, the modeſt, the 
profoundly learned, Mr. RiehARD HooktR was 
incited, under the patronage of Archbiſhop 
Whitgift, to write his invaluable work 67 the Laws 
of Ecclefiaſtical Polity; which contains, beſides 
the general principles of laws human and divine, 
a defence of the Conſtitution of the Church of 
England in all its parts; which its worſt enemies 
have never anſwered, and never can; and which, 


as one juſtly deſcribes it, is © a file of fo well 
e tempered metal as to break the teeth of any 


te that ventures to bite it.” Among other poſi- 
tions advanced by the favourers of the Diſcipline, 
as it was called, ſome related to our Book of 
Common-Prayer ; which, according to the repre- 
ſentation given of it by Cartwright, the profeſſed 
advocate of the party, was compoſed of popiſh 
orders and rites, and in many places defiled with 
the groſſeſt ſuperſtition. Our Author, in his fifth 
book,* 1s at the pains to examine and vindicate 
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every one of the paſſages objected to by his an- 
tagoniſt: and let me have leave to ſay, Sir, your 
literary fame would have ſuffered no diminution, 
had you conſulted this book, before you ventu- 
red to publiſh your Hints. The ſofteſt thing 


E 


I can allege in your favour is, that to the 

a whole treatiſe you were altogether a ſtranger. And 

: yet never to have heard of, or never to have 

; looked into, a work of ſuch univerſal reputation, oj 

b throughout all the Churches in Chriſtendam, as Ml 

: the Eccleſiaſtical Polity, is hard to conceive, and 2 

+ ſtill harder to excuſe, even in a Layman of Lberal 418 

education; eſpecially in one, who has taken upon 

x | him to reflect, in the manner you have done, on 

- the national worſhip. _ 

Two other authors are quoted by you with ap- 

. plauſe, becauſe agreeing with you in opinion, fo 9 
with reſpect to certain clauſes of the Athanaſian 1 

<4 Creed :* on this matter I ſhall have ſomething to br 

. animadvert by and by: what they thought of 30 

5 the general excellence of the Engliſh Liturgy | 9 

8 may ſufficiently appear irom what follows. pl 

m | The former of theſe, the incomparable Ca1L= . 

th LINGWORTH, as Tillotſon was wont to call him, ! 

22 3 a 

ate Page 32. . „ 
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in the early part of his life had left the com- 
munion of the Church of England, in which he 
had been bred, and embraced that of the Church 
of Rome: but ſoon recovering from this fall, 
and principally through the perſuaſions of his 
friend Laud, then Biſhop of London, he {t1!! 
_ declined all eccleſiaſtical preferment, not being 
able to ſatisfy himſelf with the ſubſcription to the 
XXXIX Articles, required by law: yet after- 
wards, as is well known, he got the better of his 
ſcruples, and complied with the uſual forms. 
However, even during his intermediate Rate, thai 
is, after his return from Popery and before he 
Jubſcribed our articles, he declared, in a letter 
to Dr. Sheldon, that he did “ verily believe the 
*© Chureh of England to be a true member of 
e the Church, wanting nothing neceſſary to ſal- 
* vation, and holding nothing repugnant to it.”* 
And more explicitly ſtill, in the words already 
inſerted in the title page to this Letter; For the 
« Church of Euglaud, 1 am perſuaded that the 
* conſtant doctrine of it is ſo pure and orthodox, 
that whoſoever believes it, and lives according 
c to it, undoubtedly he ſhall be ſaved; and 
« that THERE IS NO ERROR IN IT, WHICH MAY 


cc 


„ Chillingworth, R. P. See his Life, p. vi. Lond. 1742. 
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© NECESSITATE OR WARRANT ANY MAN TO DIS-_ 


*© TURB THE PEACE, OR RENOUNCE THE COMMU- 
e NON OF IT, * 

The latter author, whom you mention, is 
the celebrated IEREMWYW TAYLOR; the orthodox 
Biſhop Tayler you call him,F not however, as 
ſhould ſeem, by that appellation intending 
him a compliment. His teſtimonies to the ſame 
purpoſe are many, too many for me to collect: 
But he no where delivers himſelf more profeſſed- 
ly on this ſubject, than in a ſmall volume enti— 
tled, A Collection of Offices or Forms of Prayer, 
which this holy man compiled, not in oppoſition 
to the Common Prayer, but to ſupply th: want 


of it; that book, at the time he wrote, being for- 


bidden to be uſed under ſevere penalties, in order 
to make way for a Preſbyterian Directory. In 
the preface to this volume he has added a defence 
of Liturgical Forms in general, and of the Liturgy 
of the Church of England in particular: and as 
the book is in few hands, ſome of my readers, I 
hope, will thank me for preſenting them with the 
following extracts; which, after they have peru- 
ſed, I am perſuaded they will not think too long. 


® Pref, F 40. P. 24. + P. 32, 
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Apology for the Liturgy and Clergy 
« The Liturgy of the Church of England is 


in every part as ancient and primitive, as it is 
pious and unblameable. Above one half of 
it is as divine as Scripture itſelf; the Pſalms, 
Leſſons, all the Hymns ſave one, the Lord's 
Prayer, the Epiſt]-s, and Goſpels. — I cannot 
ſay, but many of its prayers are alſo in the Roman 
Offices; but ſo they are alſo in the Scripture, 
ſo alſo is the Lord's Prayer; and, if they were 
not, yet the allegation is very inartificial, and 
the charge peeviſh and unreaſonable; unleſs 
there were nothing good in the Roman books, 
or that it were unlawful to pray a good prayer, 
which they had once ſtained with red letters. — 
And let me ſay, it adds ne ſmall degree to my 
confidence and opinion of the Engliſ Common 
Prayer Book, that among the numerous armies 
ſent from the Roman Seminaries, {who were 
curious enough to enquire, able enough to find 
out, and wanted no anger to have made them 
charge home any error in our Liturgy, if the 
matter had not been unblamcable and the com- 
poſition excellent,) there never was any im- 
picty or hereſy charged upon the Liturgy. 
The truth of it is, the com pilers put nothing ct 
controverly into their prayers, nothing that 
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was then matter of queſtion: only, becauſe 
they could not propheſy, they put in ſome things, 
which ſince then have been called into queſtion 
by perſons, whoſe intereſt was highly concerned 
to find fault with ſomething,—I ſhall not need 
to procure advantages to the reputation of the 
Common Prayer, by conſidering the imperfec- 
tions of that Order or Directory, which hath been 
offered in its ſtead ; which I ſuppoſe is no equal 
match to be put in balance againſt the Liturgy 
of the Church of England: Which was with 
ſo great deliberation compiled out of the Scrip-= 
tures, the moſt of it; all the reſt agreeing with 
Scripture, and drawn from the Liturgies of the 
ancient Church, and made by men famous in 
their generations, (whoſe reputation and glory 
of martyrdom has made it immodeſt for the 
beſt of men to compare themſelves with them,) 
and after its compoſition conſidered by advices 
from abroad, and ſo trimmed and adorned, that 
no excreſcencies did remain : The Rubrics of 
which book were written in the blood of many 
of the compilers : Which hath had a teſtimony 
from God's bleſſing in the daily uſe of it; and is 
of ſo admirable a compoſure, that the moft induſ- 
trious wits of 1ts enemies could never find out 
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an objection of value enough to make a doubt, 


or ſcarce a ſcruple, in a wiſe ſpirit.” —— And 


again, Certain it is, there is no part of religion, 
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as it is a diſtinct virtue, and is to be excrciſed by 
interior acts and forms of worſhip, but is in the of- 
fices of the Church of England. For if the foul 
deſire to be humbled; ſhe hathi provided forms of 
confeſſion to God before his Church : if ſhe 
will rejoice and give God thanks for particu- 
lar bleſſings ; there arc forms ot. thankſgiving: 
if ſhe will commend to God the public and 
private neceſſities of the Church and ſingle 
perſons; the whole body of Colle&s and De- 
votions ſupplies that abundantly : if her devo- 
tion be high and pregnant, and prepared to 
fervency and importunity of congreſs with God; 
the Litanies are an admirable pattern of devo- 
tion, full of circumſtances proportionable for 
a quick and an earneſt ſpirit, When the re- 
volution of an anniverſary calls on us to per- 
form our duty of ſpecial meditation and thank- 
fulneſs for the glorious benefits of Chriſt's in- 
carnation, nativity, paſſion, reſurrection, and 
aſcenſion; then we have the offices of Chriſt. 
mas, the Annunciation, Eaſter, and Aſcenſion. 
If we delight' to remember thoſe holy perſons, 


whole bodies reſt in the bed of peace, and whole 
* ſouls 
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e ſouls are depoſited in the hands of Chriſt till 


ce the day of reſtitution of all things; we may 
« by the Colleds and days of Anniverſary feſti- 
« vity, not only remember but alſo imitate 
« them too in our lives. To which if we add 
« the advantages of the whole Plalter, which is 
« an entire body of devotion by itſelf, and hath 
« in it forms to cxerciſe all graces by way of 
internal act and ſpiritual intention; there is not 
any ghoſtly advantage, which the moſt religi- 
c ous Can either need or fancy, but the Engliſh 
&« Liturgy, in its intire conſtitution, will furniſh 
<« us Withall.“ 


cc 


% 


Among the friends and admirers of our public 
worſhip, may I not alſo include another perſon, 
mentioned by you and by every one with de- 
ſerved reſpect,“ for his learned writings in de- 
fence of religion, though by ſome conſidered of 
dubious character at leaſt, with regard to the 
| fincerity of his attachment to the national faith? 
| I mean Dr, Samver CLaRRE. That he lived and 


- | died in the communion of the Church of England, 
l | conſtantly attending its ſervice, and, ſo long as 
; | health and ſtrength were lent him, affiſting in the 
: | adminiſtration of its offices, will with candid 
? * Page 30. 
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perſons be ſufficient to induce them to believe, 
that in the main he approved its tenets, and that 


his aſſent to the forms preſcribed was given in 


ſuch a ſenſe, as made them appear to him conſiſt- 
ent with themſelves and with Scripture. Certain 
it is, that, in the very book which has been thought 
moſt exceptionable, he takes every occaſion to con- 
demn the errors of Sabellians, Socinians, and 
Arians ; acknowledging, in the moſt unequivocal 
terms, the diſtinction of three eternal perſons in 


the Godhead, with the ſeparate offices belonging 


to each in the Creation, Redemption, and Sanc- 
tification, of mankind ; and formally diſclaiming 


the preſumption of thoſe who affirm * there was 
te atime when the Son was not.”* However, be 


We 


* See his Scripture- Docrine of the Trinity, (Lond. 1712.) 
Propoſitions 15. 16. 18. 20. 22. 31. 50. 54. In the In- 
troduction to this book (P. xxviii. Ed. 1712.) he ſpeaks of 
Socinianiſm as ** a diminution of the honour of the Son of 
* God, and taking away the very Being of the Holy Spirit.“ 
He rejects the interpretation of John i. 1. which explains 


In the Beginning to mean at the fiſt preaching of the Goſpel, and 
by the Word underſtands th: internal Reajon or Wiſdom of Ged, 


* as forced and unnatural; as if the Peron, who came to be 
s incarnate for us, and, to die for our fins, was nothing but 
*« an attribute of the Father, without any real and proper 
Being.“ (P. 85. ) So alſo, where it is ſaid, John i. 3. Al things 

| avere 


of 


1 of 


uns 
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be 
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we right, or be we wrong, in comprehending Dr. 
Clarke among the genuine ſons of the Church of 
England for, with all the reverence I have for 
his piety and learning, I ſtill think, that in that 
part of his work where he endeavours to accom- 
modate his own hypotheſis to the Liturgy, his 
expoſitions have often in them more of ſubtlety 
than truth; - he cannot, with any ſort of 
propriety, be ſuppoſed to belong to thoſe, 
who in our days have aſſumed the name 


of Unitarians. Theſe, conſidering Chriſt as a 


e mere human being, who had no exiſtence be- 


were made by him, i. e. Chriſt, which by the Socinians is 
ſuppoſed to denote, that the New Creation was made by him, 
or all things relating to the Diſpen/ation of the Goſpel were done 
by him; this ſenſe, he ſays, is ** extremely forced, and 
' other expreſs texts lead to a literal interpretation of this.“ 
(P. 90, 91.) Again of the text, John viii. 48. Before Abra- 
ham was, I am, which, according to the Socinians, means 
no more than that Chriſt was befire Abraham in the fore- 
tnowledge and appointment of God, Dr. Clarke affirms “ the 
plain meaning to be, that he was really with God in the 
% beginning, and before the world was.” (P. 99.) And in 
the ſame way he explains, John xvii. 5. Glorifj thou me 
with the glory which I had with thee lefbre the world was, of the 
Pre-exiſtence of Chriſt. (p. 112.) See a good account of 
this book of Dr. Clarke, and the proper uſe to be made of it, 
in Bp, HozsLevy's Nuts, lately publiſhed : Letter XVIlth, 
in reply to Prieſtley. $ 6. 
F ce fore 
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cc fore he was born of Mary his mother, C and 
denying the perſonalicy of the Holy Spirit, reject 
all prayer but that which is addreſſed to the Father 
only; and with an inſolence of ſpeech, which in 
the ages of ancient Greece, and Rome would have 
been deemed deſerving of the ſevereſt puniſhment, 
have ſcrupled not to charge the worſhip of the 
Church of England with Idolatry, „exactly an- 
« ſwering to the demon-worſhip of the Heathens, 
© of Jupiter, Juno, Apollo, and Minerva, and 
« ſo on, ¶ becauſe it enjoins diſtinct ſupplications 
to the Son and to the Holy Ghoſt.“ The vene- 


rable 


q The phraſes, marked with commas, are from a printed 
work of an Unitarian. | 


And yet the reverend gentleman, whe, in hopes of reſto- 
ring the truth of the Divine Unity, now almoſt loſt beyond 
recovery,“ has opened a ſhop in Eſſex- ſtreet, where he retail: 
his new diſcoveries in divinity to all who are diſpoſed to come 
aud buy, has the confidence to place at the head of his liſt of 
Ealightened Unitarian Chriſtians, Dr. Samuel Clarke; and be- 
ſides him to reckon, as of the ſame perſuaſion with himſelf, 
ſuch men us Sir Iſaac Newton, Bp. Hoadley, and Mr. Abra- 
ham Tucker; every one of whom, and indeed Socinvus him- 
ſelf, conſidered Chriſt as an object of worſhip, and made it a 
matter of conſcience to offer prayers to Him as well as to the 
Father, See a ſenſible pamphlet, and by a Layman too, 
entitled, a Letter is Throphilus Lindſey, A. M. occaſioned by 


. bis 
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rable perſon we are ſpeaking of would have been 
among the firſt to have reprobated ſuch ſenti- 
ments and ſuch language; and was indeed ſo far 
from thinking the worſhip of the Redeemer © in 
« any manaer or degree to be ſinful,” { that he 
contended earncfily for the propriety of it on 
the authority of Scripture ; and even allowed that, 
ce by analogy, the Holy Spirit may alſo be deſired 
| © to convey ſuch gifts as it is his peculiar office 
ql : « to diſtribute to the Church.“ 

s And what ſhall I more fay ? for the time would 
- fail me to tell of Barrow and | illotſon, of Sharp 
je and Patrick and Burnet, of Stillingflect and Pear- 
ſon, of Bull and Hammond, of Bingham and 
Waterland, and a multitude of others; men 
5 | of ſenſe too great to believe a lie, of morals 
nd | too pure 20 hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs ;F 
il; ö all of whom adorned the Church, of which 
| they were miniſters, by their lives, and many of 
them defended it by their writings. It were vaſy 
1. | to have extended this catalogue to a orcater 
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1 his late publication of an Hiſtorical J ew of the State f the ; 
Unitarian Doctrine and Werſhip. Lond. Payne, 1785. Where | 


the difference between ſound reaſoning and fuphilitical ter- 
giverſation will eaſily be diſcerned by an attentive reader, 
* a Scripture-Doetring of the Trinity, p. 308, 376. 
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length, and even to have introduced a number of 
divines, who now conſtitute the living ornaments 
of their order, whoſe names would have added 
ſtill greater dignity to our liſt: but for fear of 
ſeeming to caſt a ſlight on others, whom I might 
inadvertently omit, I refrain ; and, after the great 
examples already produced, a more particular 
enumeration, and ſeeking farther for authorities, 
muſt be altogether ſuperfluous. However, if a 
more direct proof be required of the high eſteem 
in which our form of public worſhip is held by 
learned and pious perſons of the preſent genera- 
tion, the Epiſcopalian Church in the United 
States of America will furniſh one, the moſt il- 
luſtrious and deciſive: the Book of Common- 
Prayer, which has lately been adopted by them, 

being in all material points the ſame with ours, and 
indeed, excepting a few alterations, not one of them 
impugning any article of faith, an exact copy of 


te Were I diſpoſed ſo to do, I could draw together the 
cc opinions of ſome of the wiſeſt men that have ever adorned 
« our iſlands, who have conceived our Book of Common- 
Prayer one of the fineſt compoſitions that has flowed from 
the pen of man.” Scriptural Confutation of the Arguments 
againſt the One Godhead of the Father, Sen, and Holy Ghoſt, 
produced by Mr. Lindſey. By @ Layman. Lond. 1774. 
Page 216. Me 
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our own Ritual. Such is the ſimple force of 
truth! and of ſuch little effect have been the an- 
gry declamations of the enemies of our Eccleſi- 
aſtical Conſtitution, and their ignorant cenſures 
of its doctrines and worſhip, both at home and 
abroad ! | 


VI. 


And now, Sir, having deſcribed the nature of 
the diſeaſe, under which you ſuppoſe the Church 
of England to labour, and confirmed your opinion 
of its infirm and ſickly habit by the concurring 
teſtimony of Laymen and Divines; you proceed to 
tell us, that the only effectual REMEDY for this 
great malady is an immediate reviſion of the 
Book of Common-Prayer ; and, in conſequence 
of ſuch reviſion, the amendment of thoſe parts, 
which are ill founded and unſcriptural,* or, as you 
elſewhere expreſs yourſelf, are defective in faith 
or worſhip. 1 

In order to ſhew the neceſſity of the meaſure 
recommended, you obſerve, that almoſt one hun- 


dred and thirty years have paſſed ſince the laſt 


review was made in 1661; and that from the Re- 


formation to the year juſt mentioned, a period of 


v Page 3, t P. 35. 
about 
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about one hundred and twenty-five years, the Li- 
turgy had been altered, you think, not leſs tha: 
eight tines. 

I have already had occaſion to remark, that 
the firſt Liturgy of Edward VI. experienced one 
change, even during the life of that virtuous 
prince. Why this alteration was not followed by 
others, no words can better explain than thoſe of 
Bp. TarLo, in the preface to his book before 
Cited, © Chriſtendom was not only reformed, 
ce but divided too; and it was hard to plenf- 
ce the private intereſts and peeviſhne(s 14 | 
te that called themſelves Friends. The! ntr 


* 
* 4189 


A 


ce that expoſed his work to the cenſure of the 
t common paſſengers, reſolving to mend it as 
© long as any man could find fault, at laſt had 
© brought the eyes to the ears, and the ears to 
<« the neck; and for his excuſe ſubſcribed, Ha: 
ee populus fecit: but his Hanc ego, that which 
« he made by the rules of art, and the advice of 
ce men ſkilled in the fame myſtery, was the better 
& piece. The Church of England ſhould have 
* pared away all the canon of the Communion, if 

« ſhe had mended her piece at the interpretation of 
the Zuinglians; and all her office of Baptiſm, if 


A 


Page 14. 
66 ſhe 
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te ſhe had mended by the rules of the Anabaptiſts; 
« and kept up altars ſtill, by the example of the 
Lutherans; and not have retained decency, by 
« the good will of the Calviniſts. Well! upon 
« this, the wiſdom of this Church and State ſaw 
cc it neceſſary to fix, where with advice ſhe had 
« begun, and with counſel ſhe had once mended, 
« And to have altered in things inconfiderable, 
« upon a new deſign or ſullen miſlike, had been 
extreme levity, and apt to have made the men 
contemptible, and their authority ſlighted, and 
« the thing ridiculous, eſpecially before adverſa- 
ries, that watched all opportunities and appear- 
ances to have diſgraced the Reformation,” 

The tranquillity of Q. Elizabeth ſuffercd 
frequent interruptions from the reſtleſs temper 
of the Puritans, who, obſtinately addicted to 
their own opinions, were for ever at work in 
meditating innovations in the eſtabliſhed religion, 
But it is of the utmoſt importance that here, Sir, 
you ſhould bear in mind, not one of their attempts 
was aimed at the dofrines of the Church of 
England, — in which, by the acknowledgment of 
their leaders, they entirely agreed with us—but 
regarded matters of government, or rites and ce- 
remonies only. Their chief objection, and, for 


ſome 
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ſome time, their only one, was to our eccleſiaſ- 
tical habits, becauſe they had been worn by Pa- 
piſts ; others among them were great admirers of 
the diſcipline of Geneva, and of the inſtitution of 
Lay-Elders; a third ſort diſliked praying by a 
form; and a fourth affected to hold in great ab- 
horrence the form uſed by us, becauſe taken from 
the Popiſh Maſs-Book. It was the great policy 
of the Queen, during the whole of her adminiſtra- 
tion, to divide her favours between the Church 
and the Puritans in ſuch a manner, as to make it 
the intereſt of both to promote the ends of her 
government; and by this temporizing conduct 
ſhe managed ſo, as to keep down the ſeeds of diſ- 
affection from riſing to any dangerous height in 
her own time, though not to prevent their ſhoot- 
ing up afreſh, and with encreaſed vigour, under 
one of her ſucceſſors. 

vs | Great expectations were formed on the accef- 
4 ſion of James; who, coming from Scotland, and 
{+ having eſtabliſhed the diſcipline and juriſdiction 
1 of the Kirk in that kingdom, was preſumed to 
bring along with him notions not unfriendly to 
the puritanical principles which prevailed here: 
and the famous conference at Hampton-Court, 
in the early part of his reign, produced ſome 

| conceſſions in favour of the Sectaries, with which 
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3 they were, or feigned to be, ſatisfied. But the 
| Royal Proclamation, ſoon after that confererſce 
| was ended, is evidence ſufficient that the King 
vas perfectly aware what ſpirit they were of: for 
in that he declares, that © it appeared to him and 
« to his council, that mighty and vehement in- 
| « formations had been ſupported with weak and 
i * ſlender proofs : that there was no cauſe why any 
| << change ſhould be in that which was moſt im- 
«< pugned, the book of Common-Prayer; and 
: that though, with the conſent of the biſhops and 
| e other learned men, ſome paſſages therein were 
b « rather explained than altered, yet the ſame might 
| «© very well have been borne among ſuch men who 
; « would have made a reaſonable conſtruction of 
| © them,” 

| Whatthe prevailing principles of the Separatiſts 
| were able to effect in the following reign, in 
| which the work of Reformation was carried on 
| with ſuch violence as to deſtroy the conſtitution 
in church and ſtate, is too well known not to be 


remembered, though there be many amongſt us 
who ſeem much diſpoſed to forget. 
I paſs on to the next period, the firſt on which 


: you particularly dwell, which took place ſoon at- 
þ | ter the Reſtoration in 1661. By virtue of a 
5 commiſſion, under the great ſeal, to ſeveral biſhops 


G and 
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and other divines, the book of Common Prayer 
was by them reviſed, and certain alterations and 
additions were inſerted in it, which, having re- 
ceived the ſanction of Convocation, were after. 
wards confirmed by Parliament, and the whole 
was reduced to the form in which it remains ar 
preſent. To this Prayer-book is prefixed a mot 
excellent Preiace; from the beginning of which 
you quote two ſhort ſentences, to ſhew that a re- 
view, like that you are pleading for, 7s not only 
allowable, but confifient with the. principles of our 
religion.* But had you read over the whole pre- 
face with the attention it deſerves, you would 
have found, that any future amendments that may 
be made, if only of the /ame ſort with thoſe which 
were admitted then, would by no means fatisfy 
either you or your friends. It was not becauſe 
the Liturgy was thought defefive in faith or wor. 
ſhip, it was not any thing in its ſervice that ap- 
peared to be i, founded and unſcriptural, to which 
the alterations, then introduced into it, are to be 
aſcribed; for the writers of the preface take cate 
to inform us, that * the main body and eſſen- 
« tials of it had ſtill continued the ſame, and did 
te yet ſtand firm and unſhaken;” but it was 
« the forms of worſhip” only, © and the rites aud 
e gerementes appointed to be uſed therein,” which 


# Page 15. 


had 


of the Church of England, 4.3 


had then been the objects of deliberation; which 
ce being things in their own nature indiffe- 
« rent, and therefore alterable, and ſo acknow- 
ce ledged,” might, © upon weighty and im- 
* portant conſiderations,” be changed. Nor was 
it owing to © any ſtrength of argument, con- 


« yincing” the governors of the Church at that 


time „of the neceſſity of making the alterations” 
they did; for they were © fully perſuaded, and 
ce profeſſed it to the world, that the book, as it 
cc ſtood before, contained nothing contrary to the 
ce word of God or to ſound doctrine, or which a 
« oodly man may not with a good conſcience 
© uſe and ſubmit to:“ but it was with a view of 
doing what they * conceived might molt rend 
« to the preſervation of unity and peace; the 
« procuring of reverence and exciting of piety 
« in the public worſhip of God, and the cut- 
ce ting off occaſion from them that ſought occa- 
« fon of cavil or quarrel againſt the Liturgy of 
© the Church,” And indeed the account oiven 
by themſelves of the changes actually made is a 
convincing proof, what the particulars were 
which in their judgment might lawfully be regu- 
lated by human authority, whilſt others could on no 
pretence be mutilated or done away : all the va- 


G 2 rations 
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riations from the former book being of theſe four 
ſorts ; better directions in the calendar and ru- 
brics for them who are to officiate ; expreſſing 
words and phraſes of ancient uſage in terms more 
ſuitable to the language of the preſent time; a 
more perfect tranſlation of ſuch portions of Scrip- 
ture as are inſerted in the Liturgy, eſpecially in 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels; and ſome additional 
prayers and thankſgivings on ſpecial occaſions, 
together with an office for the baptiſm of ſuch as 

are of riper years, | 
The ſame account muſt be given of the next 
and laſt attempt for reforming the church under 
King William in 1689. The original honour of this 
project is due to Archbiſhop Sancroft, who, with 
a deſire of conciliating the Diſſenters by a fcheme 
of comprehenſion, as it was called, directed that a 
review ſhould be had of the daily ſervice and 
communion- book, by a ſelect number of divines; of 
whom Dr. Sharp, afterwards archbiſhop of York, 
and Dr. Patrick, afterwards biſhop of Ely, were 
two. But it was Tillotſon, then dean of Canter- 
bury, that brought the matter to bear ; through 
whoſe intereſt and advice with the king, a com- 
m Hon was iſſued to ten biſhops and twenty di- 
vines, with inſtructions to prepare whatever was 
| thought 
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thought of importance to be conſidered by the 
Convocation, By what means this deſign came 
at laſt to fail, a deſign unqueſtionably good in 
itſelf, and committed to men every way qualified 
for the undertaking, from whoſe learning and 


prudence the church had every thing to hope, and 
from the ſoundneſs of whoſe faith it had nothing 


to fear, thoſe who wiſh to be informed, may 
conſult the life of Abp. Tillotſon by Dr. Birch g 
where the. hiſtory of the proceedings under the 


eccleſiaſtical commiſſion is given. It is more to 
my purpoſe to take notice of what kind the pro- 


poſed alterations were; and from the following 
report it will be ſeen, that they bore not the 


ſmalleſt relation to any of thoſe fanciful opinions, 


by which the modern ſyſtems of theology are fo 
much diſtinguiſhed ; not one of them having the 
moſt diſtant connexion with any doctrinal article 
but the laſt, in which too the doctrine itſelf was 
preſerved inviolate, and the exceptionable clauſes 
were ſoftened by an explanation, The amend- 


ments, which we are told were agreed to unani- 


mauſly, were chiefly theſe; the appointment of 
lefſons from the canonical ſcriptures by a new 


calendar, inſtead of leſſons out of the apocryphal 


books; a new tranſlation of the pſalms; proper 
| pſalms 
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pſalms for Sundays; new collets, anſwering to 
the Epiitles and Goſpels ; ſome hymns changed 
for others; doubriul or improper words and 
phraſes in different parts of the ſervice thrown out, 
and others leſs exceptionable ſubſtituted in their 
room; and the Athanaſian Creed being diſliked 
by many on account of the damnatory clauſes, 
ce they came at laſt to this concluſion ; that, leſt 
te the wholly rejecting of it ſhould, by unreaſon— 
ec able perſons, be imputed to them as Socinian- 
ce iſm, a Rabric ſhould be made, ſetting fort! 
« or declaring the curſes denounced therein not 
ce to be reſtrained to every particular article, but 
ce intended againſt thoſe who deny the ſubſtance 
© of the Chriſtian religion in general,”* 

| VII. 


See Birch's life of Abp. Tillotſon, 2d ed. 8vo. p. 19;— 
195. In the additions at the end of this volume there is inſert- 
ed the following copy of the Rubric relating to this creed, 
as it was finally ſettled by the commiſſioners in 1689 z which 
was communicated to Dr. Waterland from the original books, 
then in the poſſeſſion of Dr. Gibſon, biſhop of London 
whence too it appears, that the Creed, inftead of be. 
ing read thirteen times in the year, as is directed now, wii 
intended to be read only ſix times, on fix different feſtiv als. 

«© Upon theſe feaſts, Chritmas-day, Eaſter-day, Aſcenſion 
* day, Whitſunday, Trinity-Sunday, and All-Saints, ſhall ve 
„ ſaid at Morning-Prayer, by the miniſter and people tand- 


6 ing, 
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VII. 
And here, Sir, an opportunity offers of attend— 


ing you on your remarks on this ſame CRETD or 


ATHANasSIUS, which I before engaged to gonſi- 
der. When this form of confeſſion firſt appeared, 
it was accepted, Mr. Hooker informs us, © both 
« jn the Eaſt and Welt Churches, as an ineſti- 
mable price, by as many as had not given up 
« the very ghoſt of belief; and he hiniſelf calls 
it © a moſt divine explication of the chiefeſt ar- 
« ticles of our faith, worthy to be heard ſound- 
« ing in the church, whether Arianiſm live or 
die.““ Very different indeed is your opinion, 
as we ſhall now ſee. Your firſt obſervation is, 
that i? appears under a feigned name; to which 
the anſwer 1s obvious, that the name 1s no more 
feigned than that given to the Creed of the Apoi- 
tles is feigned ; which, every one knows, is fo 
denominated, not becauſe it is certain, or ſo much 


La) 


(e 


as probable, it was drawn up by them, but be- 


„ing, inſtead of the Creed, commonly called the A4po/tle's 
« Creed, the Confeſſion of our Chriſtian Faith, commonly 
called the Creed of St. Athanaſius: the articles of 
© which ought to be received and believed, as being agree- 
able to the holy Scriptures; and the condemning clauſes 
are to be underſtood as relating only to thoſe, who obſti- 
s nately deny the ſubſtance of the Chriſtian Faith.“ 
E. P. Book V. 5 42. F P. % 
cauſe 
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cauſe it is agreeable to what we ſtill find in their 
w7i.tinvs, And thus the creed before us, though 
it be aulowed that Athanaſius was not himſelf the 
author of it, may well enough be called by his 
name, provided it contains a true repreſentation 
of his doctrines. Yes! but this you deny; for, 
this circumſtance, you ſay, is an impoſition, and 
it is now ſufficiently proved, that, ſo far from being 
the faith of Athanaſius, it is a deception of a much 
later date, to which the bigh authority of his name 
gave ſanction; a deception, too, on which the article 
of faith is reſted,* Sufficiently proved, Sir! by 
whom? Surely not by thoſe who have been at 
the pains to examine what the faith of this holy 
father really was. Be pleaſed to liſten to the 
following teſtimony of a very learned perſon,j 
whoſe fidelity, you will own, is the leſs to 
be queſtioned, becauſe he alſo is a Layman; 
and then tell me whether your notion of a decep- 
tion can be any longer maintained. © I do not 
te pretend, (ſays this excellent author) that this 
« biſhop of Alexandria was the compoſer of the 
4 creed which is uſually aſcribed to him; but 
thus much I can aver, from my own knowledge, 


„Page 32, 33. 

I Dr. Burgh, in his Inguiry into the belief of the Cbriſtiau, 
of the firſt three Centuries. p. 384. note. 
ce that 
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ce that every article of that creed is repeatedly to 

« be found in his writings: I have myſelf extract- 

« ed them.” You proceed to aſſure us, that hrs 

creed is now acknowledged by all to have been 

written by Vigilius Tapſenſis.* By Vigilius of 
Tapſus, or biſhop of Tapſus, I ſhould have ſaid; 

leſt a common reader ſhould think Vigilius to have 

been the man's chriſtian name, and Tapſenſis his 

ſurname. Now here, Sir, you ſpeak with more 

confidence than you are warranted to uſe from au- 

thentic hiſtory. There were two perſons who 

went under this appellation; one, who was biſhop 

of Trent in the 4th century, Vigilius Tridentinus; 

and another, who lived about ſeventy years after, and 

was biſhop of Tapſus in Africa, Vigilius Tapſenſis: 

the latter of theſe ſignalized himſelf by writing a- 

gainſt the Arians under the name of Athanaſius; 

whence P. Queſnel was induced to attribute the 

Athanaſian Creed alſo to him. The conjecture is 

plauſible, and has been adopted by others: but had 
you condeſcended to have looked into the critical 
hiſtory of this creed by Dr. Waterland, you would 
have found another perſon, a biſhop alſo, whom 
he ſuppoſes, and on probable grounds, to have 
been the author, 


Page zi. 
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The zame and the writer of the creed being 
diſpatched, we come next to the Creed itſelf. 
And here our firſt care ſhould be to diſtinguiſh 
between the doctriues contained in this ſymbol, 
and the clauſes by which our aſſent to thoſe doc- 
trines is enforced. The doctrines are preciſely 


the ſame with thoſe delivered in various other 


places of our ſervice · book; in the beginning of 
the litany, in the endings of ſeveral collects, in 
the Nicene creed, and in the forms of baptiſm); 
only ſer forth with greater particularity, by way 
of oppoſition to the erroneous opinions which then 
prevailed in the church. The clauſes which con- 
demn the impugners of theſe doctrines, and are 
not properly parts of the creed, declare nothing 
more than the opinion of the compoſer, deſirous 
of impreſſing on his readers the danger of reject- 
ing articles which he eſteemed eſſential to the in- 
tegrity of the Chriſtian faith. And viewed in 
this light, they admir of a natural and eaſy in- 
terpretation: nor, as the ableſt commentators have 
ſnewn, is there any more uncharitableneſs in the 
writer of this creed, when he affirms, in general 
terms, that all who do not hold the Catholic faith 


ſhall periſn everlaſtingly, than there was in our Sa- 
viour, when he declared, in terms as general, He 


that 
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that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but 
he that believeth not ſhall be damned:* all propoſi- 
tions of this ſort being univerſally to be taken 
with equitable exceptions and abatements. F 
However for myſelf J am free to fay, (and I am 
happy to find that Abp. Secker has ſaid the fame 
thing before me, t) that it is ſtill devoutly to be 
wiſhed, theſe clauſes had never made parts of the 
original creed; or had been rejected when the 
creed was firſt taken into our Liturgy ; or at leaſt 
that ſome reſtriction, as to the ſenſe in which they 
are to be underſtood, like to that which was pro- 
poſed by the eccleſiaſtical commiſſioners of Wil- 
liam III. had been authoritatively declared in a 
particular Rubric for that purpoſe. _ 
But ſuch expedients as theſe you, Sir, ſeem not 
inclined to admit ; and the better to juſtify your 
own diſlike of the creed in queſtion, you lay be- 


* Mark xvi. 16. | 
+ Put caſe, the hereſy there (i. e. in Athanaſius? Creed) 
condemned be damnable, as it 13 damnable enough; yet 

a man may maintain an opinion that is in itfelf damn- 
e able, and yet he, not knowing it to be ſo, and being in- 
vincibly led into it, may go to heaven: his opinion mall 
© burn, and himſelf be ſaved.“ Liberty of Propheſying. 
Sect. II. No 6. . 
4 Sermons, Vol. VI. Serm. IX. 


H 2 fore 


62 © Apology for the Liturgy and Clergy 
fore your readers the thoughts of three of our ableſt 
divines on this ſubje?.* The firſt is the famous 
CHriLLiNGwoRTH, already ſpoken of; f concerning 
whom what you deliver is undoubtedly the truth, 
but, what I fear you did not enough advert to, or 
perhaps were ignorant of, it is not the h truth. 
One principal reaſon, why this excellent perfon 
ſcrupled for ſome time to aſſent to the articles of 
our church, was the damning ſentences in Athana- 
ſius Creed; which ſentences he conceived to be 
not only * falſe,” but * alſo in a high degree 
« preſumptuous and ſchiſmatical. And there- 
cc fore,” ſays he, © I can neither ſubſcribe that 
ec theſe things are agreeable to the word of God, 
ſeeing I believe they are certainly repugnant 
to it; nor that the whols Common- Prayer is 
lawful to be uſed, ſeeing I believe this part of it 
is certainly unlawful; nor promiſe that I my- 
ce ſelf will uſe it, ſeeing I never intend either to 
< read it, or to ſay Amen to it. Such was the 
opinion of Chillingworth in the year 1635; not- 
withſtanding which, three years afterwards, in 
1638, it is molt certain theſe difficulties were all 


cc 
cc 
6c 


cc 


hn Page 31. 
+ Page 32. 
4 Life of Chillingworth, p. vi. 
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ſurmounted; and he ſubſcribed to the XXXIX 
Articles, and to the uſe of the Liturgy, and of 
courſe to the uſe of this very creed. It had been 
before made matter of reproach to this admirable 
man, on his return to Proteſtantiſm, that he for- 
ſook the religion of the Church of Rome, © becauſe 
« it conduced not to his temporal ends.” To this 
charge he anſwers thus: © Of this great fault my 
ce conſcience acquits me; and God, who knows the 
ec hearts of all men, knows that I am innocent: 
neither doubt I but all they who know me, and 
« among them many perſons of place and quality, 
will ſay they have reaſon in this matter to be 
© my compurgators.”* The ſame anſwer pre- 
ciſely he would have given, had an imputation 
of the like kind been repeated, after he had de- 
clared his conſent to the Athanaſian Creed. 
Where a man is known to have entertained two 
opinions, directly repugnant to each other, on an 
important article of faith; it is hardly conſiſtent 
with juſtice to acquaint us with the former of theſe 
opinions only, without ſaying a word of that in 
which he ſettled : and the actual ſubſcription of 
Chillingworth, added to his acknowledged vera- 
city and ſincerity in every other inſtance, is abun- 


on 
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dant evidence that his conformity in the preſent 
caſe was founded on motives of conſcience, and 
that he was indeed perſuaded his aft judgement 
was more to be relied on than his fir. 

You cite a paſlage from IEREUY TAVLOk's 
Liberty of Propheſying,* in which the © unchari- 
« tableneſs put into the creed” is condemned. 
But here too it ought in all fairneſs to have been 
added, that in the fare diſcourſe, and in the 
ſame ſection of the diſcourſe, this orthodox biſhop 
was careful to profeſs, that for the articles 
ec themſelves, he was moſt heartily perſuaded of 
ce the truth of them;”” as indeed no one can doubt, 
who is at all converſant in his writings, Tt ſeems 
alſo to me, that you do not perfectly underſtand 
the very ſentence you have cited. The good 
biſhop writes thus: * the cenſures, in the preface 
ce and end, are arguments of his [the author's] zeal 
« and ſtrength of his perſuaſion; but they are 
ec extrinſical and accidental to the articles, and 
ee might as well have been ſpared. And indeed 
« to me it ſeems very hard to put uncharitableneſs 
« into the creed, and ſo to make it [uncharitable- 
ic neſs] become an article of faith; though per- 
te haps this very thing i. e. the uncharitableneſs 


4 Set, II. Ne 36, 
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te before mentioned] was no faith of Athanaſius,” 


Here your quotation ends; and by the phraſe, 


this very thing, underſtanding the biſhop to mean 
the creed, you go on to ſay, that ſo far from be- 


ing tbe faith of Athanaſius, it is now proved to be 


a deception of a later date, &c, But the ſentence 
is not yet completed, and concludes thus :; —— 
« who, if we may believe Aquinas, made this ma- 
ce nifeſtation of his faith, non per modum Symboli, ſed 
« per modum Doctrinæ; that is, if I underſtood him 


« right, not to impoſe it upon bers, but with 
« confidence to declare His 9wn belief; and that it 


« was preſcribed to others as a creed, was the act 
ce of the biſhops of Rome.” In this paſſage the 
biſhop does not deny that the creed is the 
work of him whoſe name it bears, though after- 
wards he ſays, that © poſſibly it was none of his;” 
but granting, for argument's ſake, that he was 
the author, he acceded to the opinion of Aquinas, 
that Athanaſius drew it up for his own private 
inſtruction, and not with a deſign of obtruding 
it on others as a general ſymbol. N 
Your third quotation from the famous letter of 
Tillotſon to Burnet, who had ſent to the Archbiſhop, 


in manuſcript, his expoſition of the XX XIK articles; 
® Pape 32, 


in 
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in which letter Tillotſon confeſſes the account 

Burnet had given of Athanaſius' Creed © to be to 
t him no-wiſe ſatisfactory, and wiſhes we were well 
ce rid of it;“ has been repeated ſo often by ſuch 
writers as yourſelf, that one is almoſt ſick at hear- 
ing it: all therefore I ſhall ſay on the matter 
is, that how much ſoever this great prelate 
might diſapprove the ſevere clauſes in the creed, 
he cannot be ſuppoſed to diſlike the doctrine which 
thoſe clauſes were meant to guard; as is evident 
from many paſſages in his Sermons, and particu- | 
larly from thoſe on the Divinity and Incarnation of 
Chriſt; as any one will perceive, who gives them, 
| what they well deſerve, a ſerious peruſal. 


VIII. 


But the Athanaſian Creed is not, in your ac- 
count, the only obnoxious part in our Litur- 
gy; and correcting or expunging this would go 
but a little way towards completing your plan of 
a reviſal, were other places, where the ſame doc- 
trines are inculcated, permitted to eſcape the deſ- 
perate hook of your criticiſm. Your chief ob- 
jection to this creed, you have fairly told us, 
does not ariſe ſo much from its appearing under 
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a feigned name, as from its holding forth Doc= 
TRINES Werogitory to the honour of Gd.“ You 
ſpeak with applauſe of the endeavours of Dr. 
Clarke, to clear our FAITH and worſhip from all 
DOCTRINES and declarations rot founded on Scrip— 
ture F And to leave us in no doubt what the 
doftrines are to which you allude, in another 
place, where you mention the text, in 1 John v. 
7, 8. concerning the Three cohicb beer record in 
heaven, you inform us, that it hath been clearly 
proved to be an interpolation ;4, has been long given 
up by thoſe who have been moſt efteemed for their 
learning; and, while it is ſuffered to remain in our 
bibles, 7s liable to lead the people into the greateſt 
miſtakes, unleſs the Clergy, whoſe duty it is, ſhall 
warn their congregations, from the pulpit, againſt 
a reliance on ſuch ſuſpected texts. I do not think 
it ought to be required from Laymen, that they 
ſhould buſy themſelves in examining all the idle 
controverſies which have ſometimes been agitated 
among Divines ; but when one of this profeſſion 
takes upon him to decide dogmatically on the 
truth of certain doctrines, and on the genuineneſs 
of certain texts, of holy Scripture, we have a right 
to expect from ſuch a one, that he ſhould be fo 


Page 31, + P. 30. P. 48. IP. 47, 48, 49. 
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far maſter of his ſubject, as to have gained a ge- 
neral acquaintance with the principal arguments, 
and the principal writers too, thar have appeared 
on both ſides the diſputed queſtions. This is not 
the place to enter into a laboured defence of the 
peculiar tenets, which form the baſis of our puh- 
lic worſhip; the matter has been long done to 
our hands by many of our ableſt writers, of the 
Laity as well as Clergy, in the laſt and preſent 
century. From conſulting their works abundant ſa- 
tisfaction may be had by thoſe, who defire to know 
the reaſons of a Chriſtian's hope ;* and all the filly 
objections, begot by ignorance and nurſed by ſelf- 
conceit, which have been lately dreſſed up anew, 
and propoſed with as much confidence as if 
they were now firſt heard of, will be found to 
have received a full and final demolition, For a 
ſpecimen of a rational and ſolid anſwer to the moſt 
plauſible arguments that have been urged againſt 
the belief of the Trinity, I beg leave to refer you 
to the 12th and 15th letters of Bp. HoxsLey, in 
reply to Dr. Prieſtley: and as to the text of 1 John 
v. 7. 8. ſuffer me to introduce to your acquaint- 
ance another celebrated work, which ſeems hi- 
therto to have entirely eſcaped your notice; the | 


* pet. iii. 15. 


5 letters 
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letters of Mr. Travis to Mr. Gibbon ; where the 
authenticity of this important paſſage of Scripture 
is vindicated in a ſuperior way, ſo as to leave no 


room for future doubt or cavil, 


IX. 


To all that has been ſaid I am aware of one 
general reply, which is of the following ſort : 
« That allowing the account of former reviſals 
of the Book of Common-Prayer to be as hath 
been repreſented, and that notning more was 


done, or meant to be done, by them, beſides the 


aboliſhing or changing of ſome of the rites and 
ceremonies, before preſcribed in it; yet now the 


caſe is very different, and we of the preſent ge- 


neration are as much diſſatisfied with the tines 
of the eſtabliſhment as thoſe of the paſt were 
diſguſted with its forms. Of this alteration of the 


public judgment, a late attempt to aboliſh ſub- 


ſcriptions to articles of faith is an inconteſtible 
proof; and the ſame unwillingneſs to yield an 
implicit aſſent to the maxims of our forefathers, 
in matters of religion, is viſible at this day. It 
can never be ſuppoſed, that he bijhops and others, 
concerned in the review of 1661, could be ſo weak 
as to think, that Heir publication was to become 
I 2 | the. 
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the fixt tandard for the faith and worſhip of fu- 
ture generations; Or that their ſucceſjors would 
conſider themſelves irrevocably tied to ther decrees, 


in ſpite of every poſſible demonſtration of error * 


In every ſcience, and in the ſcience of religion 
among the reſt, there is a natural progreſs to per- 


fection. Every ſucceeding age is of courie wiſer 


than that which went before it. To the generous 
ſtruggles of our anceſtors, who oppoſed the tyran- 
ny and uſurpation of the Church of Rome, we 
are indebted for the bleſſings of the Reformation : 


What remained for us to do was to profit by their 
labours; and, gradually advancing from one diſ- 


covery to another, to become at length as much 


ſuperior to them in all the branches of theological 


knowledge, as they excelled the barbariſm and 


ſuperſtition, which prevailed in the times pre- 
ceding. It was the laudable occupation of di- 
vines, who lived ſoon after the rejection of the 
papal yoke, to remove whatever was offenſive in 
the externals of religion ; to us hath been reſer- 
ved the more important care of examining its in- 
ternal conſtitution and doctrines: and from the 
ſpecimens already produced by certain ingenious 
and philoſophical men there is ground to expect, 
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that, wit proper encouragement, Revelation will 
ſoon be purged from every thing foreign and ad- 
ventitious, and reduced at laſt to a Rational Syſ- 
tem, founded on the unerring principles of well- 
interpreted Scripture and truth,” 

As this, Sir, is the palmary argument, which 
you and others have always at hand, to juſtify 
your clamours for an amendment of our Liturgy 
and Articles, it may be of uſe to conſider it with 
ſome attention. 

And in the firſt place J wiſh it might be re- 
membered, that the parallel, ſo often drawn be- 
tween the fates and fortunes of ſacred and profane 
literature, will by no means generally hold. That 
human ſciences of every kind are naturally pro= 
greſſive, that the beginnings in them all are rude 
and imperfect, and that it is not till after much 
diligence and perſeverance, and a variety of un- 
ſucceſsful attempts, that they arrive at any thing 


like ſtability and completion, every one will allow. 


But that the ſame progreſſion obtains with regard 
to the doctrines which conſtitute the ſcience of 
theology, no ſober believer will haſtily affirm. 
When Chriſtianity was introduced into the world, 
it had no previous ſtates of infancy and weakneſs 


to go through, before its nature and genius could 


be perfectly known; but appeared at once in full 
maturity 


| 
| | 
| 
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maturity and vigour. As it deſcended immedi. 
ately from the Father of lights, with whom is no 


variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning ;* it was, 
like its founder, complete in all its parts; not 


wanting, nor indeed capable of receiving, any aid 


from the meretricious ornaments of ſecular learn- 
ing, or the diſcoveries of a future age; but con- 
taining an entire ſyſtem in itſelf, to which nothing 
can be added, from which nothing can be detract- 
ed. The rich profuſion of treaſures, with which 
it abounds, is lepoſited in one volume, open to 

the inſpection of all men; to which, as to a pe- 
rennial fountain, all are invited to come, and tate 


f the water of life freely, without money and 
without price. f It was the great iniclicity of the 


monkiſh ages, and one principal cauſe of the 
darkneſs and ignorance which overwhelmed them, 
that this ſource of celeſtial truth was induſtriouſly 
concealed from vulgar eyes, and the littlæ of 
knowledge that was left was buried under a load 
of uſeleſs ceremonies and traditions. The great 
buſineſs of the Reformers was to remove the rub- 
biſh of human ordinances with which the goſpel 
was incruſted, to republiſh the glad ridings of 
ſalvation in a language generally underſtood, and 


James 1. 17. + If. lv. 1. Rev. xxii. 1, 17, 
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to fix the rule of faith, where only it is to be found, 
in Scripture. When once this was effected, and 
religion, now cleared of every thing extrinſic, was 


ſuffered to ſhine in its native luſtre and ſimpli- 
city, the work of theſe venerable men was finiſh- 
ed: unleſs we imagine that a revelation of the 
divine will, once ſufficiently promulged, muſt 
every now and then ſtand in need of a reviſal by 
human art; or with Hudibras conceive no refor- 
mation can be of uſe, but that 


A 


c Which always muſt be carried on, 


And ſtill be doing, never done: 


o 


A 


« As if religion were intended 
« For nothing elſe but to be mended.” 


But the abſurdity of a progreſſive religion is 
not only apparent from what has been now re- 
marked of the eſſential difference between profane 
and ſacred learning; the ſame conviction will ariſe 
from conſidering the deſign of Revelation itſelf, 
As the religion of Chriſt was intended for a be- 


nefit to the whole race of mankind by its all- mer- 


ciful Author, in whoſe eyes the foul of the mean- 
eſt ruſtic is equally precious with that of the pro- 
foundeſt 
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foundeſt philoſopher ; the truths which it deli- 


vers muſt of courſe be ſo accommodated to our 
apprehenſions as to be obvious to the moſt ordi- 
nary perſon, who ſtudies them with an horeſt 
mind. Let us then ſuppoſe a man of common 
underſtanding, unfettered with prejudices, ſeri- 
ouſly to fit down and conſult his Bible, with a 
view of learning from thence what are the chief and 
leading articles which a Chriſtian is bound to 
know and believe; and let us conſider the con- 
cluſions he will be likely to form after ſuch a 
peruſal. Muſt he not immediately perceive, that 
the fundamental principle of all religion is this, 
that there is One God, and there is none other but 
He?“ and yet, notwithſtanding this great truth, 
that Three Perſons are diſtinctly ſpoken of, to 
whom ſeparate offices are aſcribed in conducting 
the great work of man's ſalvation, and ſuch attri- 
butes and properties are ſaid to belong to each as 
can be poſſeſſed by no Creature, or by any Being 
| leſs than God? Whence it follows, that the Divine 
Unity, according to the idea of it delivered in the 
New Teſtament, be its metaphyſical nature what 
it may, is certainly ſuch as does not exclude a Plu- 
rality of Perſons, although the manner, in which 
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theſe 


he 
nat 


ich 
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theſe Perſons are ſo united as to be One God, be ſtill 
unknown. Can he help diſcerning alſo, that the 


irreverſible ſentence of mortality, which experience 
no leſs than Scripture ſhews to have pa//ed upon all 


men, was owing to the tranſgreſſion of our firlt pa- 


| | 


rent, by whom ſin entered into the world, and death by 


Jin ?F that his poſterity, far from being able to 


prevent the ſad effects of the fall of their com- 
mon progenitor, have added to the load of origi- 
nal guiit by many offences of their own? that 
were God to enter into judgment with the moſt 
perfect of the ſons of men, no fleſh could hope to 
be juſtified in his fight ?T that when we have done 
our beſt, we have but done our duty ?| and that 
eternal life with happineſs is too rich a purchaſe to 
be procured by any merit or obedience of ours, 
but 7s the gift of God through Jeſus Cirift ;S 
whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation ;{ and 
in whom we have redemption through his blood, even 
forgiveneſs of fins ?* Now theſe and other truths 
of the like nature are the very doctrines of the 
firſt reformers, of Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, 


+ Ron. v. 12. t Pf. cxliii, 2. Rom. iii. 29, 
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vers mult of courſe be ſo accommodated to our 
apprehenſions as to be obvious to the moſt ordi- 
nary perſon, who ſtudies them with an honeſt 
mind, Let us then ſuppoſe a man of common 
underſtanding, unfettered with prejudices, ſeri- 
ouſly to fit dowa and conſult his Bible, with a 
view of learning from thence what are the chief and 
leading articles which a Chriſtian is bound to 
know and believe; and let us conſider the con- 
cluſions he will be likely to form after ſuch a 
peruſal. Muſt he not immediately perceive, that 

the fundamental principle of all religion 1s this, 
that there is One God, and there is none other but 
He?“ and yet, notwithſtanding this great truth, 
that Three Perſons are diſtinctly ſpoken of, to 
whom ſeparate offices are aſcribed in conducting 
the great work of man's ſalvation, and ſuch attri- 
butes and properties are ſaid to belong to each as 
can be poſſeſſed by no Creature, or by any Being 
leſs than God? Whence it follows, that the Divine 
Unity, according to the idea of it delivered in the 
New Teſtament, be its metaphyſical nature what 
it may, is certainly ſuch as does not exclude a Plu- 
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theſe Perſons are ſo united as to be One God, be ſtill 
unknown. Can he help diſcerning alſo, that the 
irreverſible ſentence of mortality, which experience 
no leſs than Scripture ſhews to have pad upon all 
\ men, was owing to the tranſgreſſion of our firſt pa- 
rent, by whom ſin entered into the world, and death by 
Jin ?F that his poſterity, far from being able to 
prevent the ſad effects of the fall of their com- 
mon progenitor, have added to the load of orig1- 
nal guilt by many offences of their own ? that 
were God to enter into judgment with the moſt 
perfect of the ſons of men, 0 fleſh could hope to 
be juſtified in his fight ?F that when we have done 
our beſt, we have but done our duty ?| and that 
eternal life with happineſs is too rich a purchaſe to 
be procured by any merit or obedience of ours, 
but 7s the gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt ;þ 
whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation ;{ and 
in whom we have redemption through his blood, even 
forgiveneſs of fins ?* Now theſe and other truths 
of the like nature are the very doctrines of the 
firſt reformers, of Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, 
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and the reſt, who flouriſhed in the 16th century : 
they are the ſame doctrines alſo, which are every 
where taught in the Liturgy, Articles, and Ho- 
milies, of the Church of England ; and which 
muſt of neceſſity be taught by every Church on 
earth, which is built on the foundation of the apo/- 
tles and prophets ;* ſince they occur in almoſt e- 
very page of the New Teſtament, and cannot be 
overlooked by the moſt vulgar reader, whoſe 
mind is not already occupied with prejudices of | 
Its own. 

I am far from contending, there are not many 
things in the ſacred books, and particularly in the 
doctrines now mentioned, which we cannot ex- 
plain ; which elude our moſt anxious inquiries, 
and refuſe to be brought under the teſt of our ſe- 
vereſt reaſon: juſt as there are many things in 
natural religion, relating to the creation of the 
world. the moral government of God, the origin 
of evil, and the like, concerning which it is eaſy 
for the weakeſt man to aſk queſtions, which the 
wiſeſt may find it difficult to anſwer. Perhaps, 
a more diſtinct information of what is now con- 
cealed is unattainable in our preſent ſtate ; or it 
might be hurtful to us in a variety of * of 


Epheſ. ii. 20. 
which 
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which we have no conception, On ſubjects of this 
myſterious name, it is not expected that we 
comprehend, but that we believe: where we can- 
not unriddle, we are to learn to truſt ; where our 
faculties are too weak to penetrate, we are to 
check our curioſity and adore. The doctrines of 
Chriſtianity being all contained in one book, the 
Bible; and it being once allowed, that this was 
written by men divinely ſecured from error; the 
conſequence undeniably follows, that from the au- 
thority of the above book there lies no appeal; and 
whatever is clearly recorded here muſt be received 
as infallibly true, however inexplicable it may ap- 
pear to our underſtandings. Excellent to this pur- 
pole are the words of the modeſt and learned Chil- 
lingworth; which I would recommend to be worn 
as a phylactery by every young ſtudent in theology, 
whoſe brain may be in danger of intoxication by 
ſhallow draughts from the ſacred ſpring: © Propoſe 
te me any thing out of this book, and require whe- 
ce ther I believe it or no; and, ſeem it never ſo in- 


© comprehenſible to human reaſon, I will ſubſcribe 


it with hand and heart; as knowing no demon- 
« ſtration can be ſtronger than this, God hath 
« {aid ſo, Therefore it is true,” * 
R. F. Ch. vi. 5. 56. 
K 2 Before 
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Before I part with the preſent argument it may 
be proper to obſerve, that no inference can fairly 


be drawn from any thing that has been ſaid, in 


diſparagement of Human Learning; whoſe aid in 
the ſervice of religion, whether in proving the 
authenticity, illuſtrating the deſign, or elucidating 
the difficulties, of the ſacred writings ; or in ſer- 
ting forth the advantages and neceſſity of revela- 
tion itielf, aſcertaining its evidence, and vindi- 
cating its doctrines; none but the rankeſt enthu- 
Gaſt will deny: and fo long as it is confined 
within theſe limits, it is moſt uſefully and honour- 


ably employed. But with the doctrines themſelves, 


as they are deliveredin Scripture, Human Learning, 


I maintain, has no concern: theſe are propoſed to 


us as objects of faith, not of knowledge; whatever 
obſcurities were found in them by ſuch men as 
Ridley, Jewell, Hooker, &c. they ſtill continue 
to this day; and whenever attempts have been 
made to bring them down to the level of our 
comprehenſion, under pretence of forming what 
ſome are pleaſed to call a rational ſyſtem of re- 
ligion, the conſequence has invariably been, the 
rejecting of almoſt every article peculiar to revc- 
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lation, and leaving in its ſtead a cold and cheer- 
leſs ſet of meagre opinions, yielding no comfort 
to the mind of man either in life or in death. In- 
ſtances of the abuſes alluded to will offer them- 
ſelves in plenty to any one at all acquainted with 
the writings of modern ſectaries; and I wiſh I 
could not add, ſome inſtances may alſo be found 
in the writings of others, who have been mem- 
bers, and even miniſters, of the Church of Eng- 
land. Thus by puſhing our inquiries beyond 
the bounds preſcribed by God and nature, every 
abſurdity may be produced, and, in time, be- 
lieved, 


In Pride, in REASONING PRIDE, our error lies; 
All quit their ſphere, and ruſh into the ſkies. 


In the very ſcience, which boaſts of being 


built on ſtrict demonſtration, a propoſition has 
| ſometimes been proved to be mathematically true, 


which 1s contrary to the plaineſt maxims of com- 
mon ſenſe; as I remember once to have happen- 
ed to a celebrated Analyſt, who by the help of a 
long algebraical proceſs, and after much pains in 
unravelling the intrigues of a tedious and intricate 
equation, at laſt diſcovered this notable Theorem, 
worthy to be engraven on his tomb, like the 

Fo iphere 
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ſphere and cylinder on that of Archimedes; no- 
thing divided by nothing is equal to four. 


X. 

But your cares for the public, Sir, are not con- 
fined to the improvement of our faith and wor- 
ſbip, as theſe are regulated by the Liturgy ; from 
another of your Hints we learn, you ate a ſtre- 
nuous ſupporter of the project for a NN TR ans- 
LATION OF THz BIBLE ; which She people having a 
right to read in their own language, it is really 
criminal, you tell us, to give it otherwiſe than un- 
der as pure and perfect a verſion as the Iabours of 
the learned can make it.“ This, I know, is a fa- 
vourite topic with ſome, whom I believe to be 
much in earneſt in promoting the intereſts of true 
religion. You ſeem, Sir, to imagine, that the 
reſearches of the late Dr. Kennicott might greatly 
heip to facilitate ſuch a ſcheme.“ I would not 
be wanting in reſpect for his veracity and dili- 
gence; but let me have leave to ſay, it has not 
yet been ſeen that religion or learning have been 
much the gainers by his collations; and be the 
benefits to be expected from them greater or leſs, 
5 _— all as ſucceſsfully be applied to a re- 
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vi/al of our preſent tranſlation, which would in- 
clude of courſe the correction of thoſe paſſages 
where the ſenſe of the original text has been evi- 
Gently miſtaken, as ro a verſion entirely new. 
And this ſeems to have been the whole wiſh of 
Biſhop Lowth, if I can at all underſtand his 
words, either in his Viſitation-Sermon, or in the 
Preliminary Diſſertation to his Iſaiah : in both 
which places he recommends “ an accurate re- 
« vi/al of our vulgar tranſlation ;” and in the 
latter, he not only allows © the /yle of that tranſ- 
« lation to be excellent in itſelf, and to have ta- 
te ken poſſeſſion of our ear and of our taſte; and 
again, that, © as to le and language, it admits 
but of little improvement ;” but alſo expreſsly 
declares, that a reviſion, or correction, of that 
« tranſlation may perhaps be MoRR ADvisaBLE 
« than to attempt an entirely new one.“ So that 
the author of a Letter to the Biſhop of Norwich, 
the malignity of which can be exceeded by no- 
thing but the blaſphemy which lies ſkulking in a 
note towards the end of it, might have ſpared his 
pains, and not have troubled the world, or expo- 
fed himſelf, by his ill-natured reflections on a very 
exemplary prelate, whoſe learning and piety will 
be revered, when the pertneſs and petulance of ſuch 
writers 
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writers as himſelf ſhall have long been loſt and 
forgotten. | 


But of all the attempts to recommend an im- 
proved tranſlation of the Bible, that of the egre- 
gious Dr. Symonds, in his“ Critical Obſerva- 
te tions on our preſent Verſion of the Goſpels and 
« Acts of the Apoſtles,” is the moſt extraordi- 
nary. Admirable obſervations“ you call them, 
Sir; and fo, in truth, they are, if by that word 
you mean ſomething that excites one's wonder and 
aſtoniſhment, without implying the ſmalleſt de- 
gree of approbation; for a more elaborate and 
pompous nothing, a meaner collection of puerile 
_ remarks and piddling criticiſms, introduced with 
a parade and conſequence that would hardly have 
been decent after the moſt important diſcoveries 
in literature, was never obtruded on the public 
than in this performance. Some how or other 
the Modern Hiſtory-Profeſſor had got it into his 
head, that © our tranſlators had not a thorough 
« knowledge of grammar and ſyntax ;” and re- 
ſolved to ſhew the ſuperiority of his own attain- 
ments in this reſpect, he is perpetually deſcanting 
on the differences between definite and indefinite 
articles, between relatives and their antecedents, 
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verbs neuter and verbs active, adverſative and 


illative particles, expletives and ſimple conjune- 
tions, and I know not how many other terms be- 
ſides, that occur in a grammatical dictionary. 
Then, to prove at once his diligence and his ſkill in 
the languages, after he has given us his own render- 
ing of a particular paſſage, in which, without the 
ſmalleſt neceſſity, he varies from the preſent reading, 
and often to the injury both of the ſenſe and ſpirit of 
his original, he is careful to tell us how the place is 
turned in the French, and Italian, and Spaniſh, 
Bibles; and we are ſure to hear the changes rung 
on the names of Wicliff, and Tyndall, and Cover- 
dale, and a number of others, by whom the Scrip- 


tures were tranſlated into Engliſh in former times. 


Many of the corrections with which his work 
abounds may fairly be attributed to his ignorance 
of the idioms of his native tongue, which were 
in common ule in the age when the preſent verſion 
was made: with equal propriety he might find fault 
with Chaucer, Spencer, or any other of our old 


authors, becauſe they do not conform themſelves 


to the mode of writing peculiar to modern times. 
Of Dr. Prieſtley, and another man who anſwers to 
the name of Wakefield, he ſpeaks with applauſe; 


but Biſhop Pearce he ſcruples not to call “ emi- 


te nently trifling;“ and he affects a tenderneſs in 
” „ 


74 Apology for the Liturgy and Clergy 


cc not inſulting over the miſtakes” of the famous 
Beza. In ſhort, ſo many are the evil conſequen- 
ces which he apprehends from the preſent cor- 
rupt ſtate of our Engliſh Bible, that he © almoſ} 
ce queſtions whether it would not be ſafer to take 
ce it out of the hands of the common people than 
c expoſe them to the danger of drawing falſe con- 
ce cluſions from erroneous tranſlations.” This 
laſt remark 1s indeed a curioſity, which one would 
not have expected from a Profeſſor in a Proteſtant 
univerſity: No Paris ever made a better ar- 
gument for locking up the Scriptures from vul- 
gar uſe. On the whole, a more uſeleſs and unin- 
tereſting work, or one that leſs pays for the trouble 
of a peruſal, I never laboured through than that 
before us. If you, Sir, know any thing more of 
this Cambridge Profeſſor than you find in his 
book, you cannot do him a greater ſervice than 
adviſe him never to think of © enlarging his plan, 
and giving us his remarks on the Epiſtles ;” 
for we have had quite enough already from his 
 adnirable obſervations on the Goſpels and AQs. 


XI. 

The remaining part of your pamphlet is em- 
ployed in preſſing the immediate execution of the 
propoſal for an amended Liturgy, without the 
delay of a day, or even an hour; on account of 

- | certain 
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certain peculiar circumſtauces in the preſent ſituation 
of this country, which, it ſcems, are ſingularly 
adapted for producing this bleſſing to the community, * 

One of theſe peculiar circumſtances is taken 


from the ſenſe of the late fignal interpoſition of di- 


vine providence, in the re-eltabliſhment of the 
health of our beloved Sovertrcn after a dange- 
rous illneſs. f I moſt cordially join with you, Sir, 
in the pious with, that this moſt ſeaſonable and 
undeſerved favour, beſtowed upon us by the 
Giver of all good, may fink deep into the hearts of 
all his majeſty s ſubjefts ; and that a moment, ſo ſuited 
to promote a religious diſpoſition, may be ſeized, to 
make the beſt return we are able for ſuch an ineſ- 
timable mercy. But that this religious diſpoſi- 
tion would be properly manifeſted, or this beſt re- 
turn made, by bringing the worſhip of the national 
church to a degree of purity and perfetionF which 
would ſatisfy you, Sir, and thoſe who think with 
you, I poſitively deny. Though we allow, as I have 
ſaid already, a few things may be found in our Ri- 
tual, which, with advantage to the ſymmetry and 
beauty of the whole, might perhaps be altered or 
removed; ſtill we are firmly perſuaded, (and, not- 
withſtanding all you pretend, much the greater part 
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both of the Laity and Clergy, we have reaſon to 
think, are firmly perſuaded alſo,) that the Church 


of England, in its preſent form, is beyond all com- 


pariſon the ſoundeſt and pureſt of any in the Chriſ- 
tian world.* Under the influence of this opinion, 


prejudice you will call it, we are prompted by a ſenſe 


of gratitude to our great Benefactor to preſerve its 


worſhip in the ſame primitive ſtate in which it was 
left by thoſe venerable and learned men, who 
cleanſed it from the errors of Popery at the end of 
the 16th century, rather than through an eager- 


_ neſs of correcting parts to riſque the ſoundneſs 
and ſafety of the whole. You, Sir, expreſs your 


hope, that no bigoted tongue may ever ſucceed to 


 perſnade his Majeſty, that the haſly ſettlement 


in 166 con be maintained in theſe days, without 
giving up the credit and ſound principles, on 
which the Church of England ought to fland and 
actual.y is founded :f and we, Sir, in our turn, 


* So at leaſt the learned Iſaac Caſaubon thought it, who 
thus expreſſes himſelf in a letter to Salmaſius: * Si me con- 
« jectura non fallit, totius Reformationis pars integerrima eſt 
« in Anglia, ubi cum ſtudio veritatis viget ſtudium antiqui- 
te tatis.” So the ſon of the famous Grotius calls it, in the de- 
dication of his father's works to King Charles II. in the year 
1678, © pars C riſtiani orbis, fi non major, ſanior certe.“ And 
other teſtiu onics of foreign Pioteſtants to the ſame purpoſe it 
were eaſy to produce, 

1 rage 39. 

declare 
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, 


declare our confidence, that no Arian, or Soci- 
nian, or Unitarian, tongue, will ever ſucceed to 
perſuade the ſame amiable Monarch, (of whoſe 
regard for religion in general, and particularly for 
that eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, we have had 
abundant proof,) that the ſyſtem of faith and wor- 
ſhip, which our adverſaries have long been la- 


bouring to erect, can be maintained, without gi- 


ving up the credit and ſound principles, on which 
not only the Church of England but the Church 
of Chrift muſt ſtand, in order to be entitled to the 
promiſe, that the gates of bell ſhall never prevail 
againſt it.“ 
XII, 

Another circumſtance in our ſituation, which 
would greatly tend, in your opinion, to promote 
the object you have in view, is the STATE or 
PARTIES, Which now divide the country ; there be- 


ing no jealouſy between the leaders more ſtrong than 


the ambition of appearing to approach, nearer than 
bis rival, to the principles of the REvOLUTION. 
I revere the principles of the Revolution, and am 


as ſenſible to the bleſſings of it, as much as you, 


Sir, or any man, let him be of what party he 


will; though I do not attend the meeting-houſe. 


at the Old Jewry to hear Dr, Kippis or Dr, Price, 


Matt. xvi. 18. P. 37. 
| nor, 
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nor, with Earl Stanhope, aſpire to the honour of 
the chair at the anniverſary dinner of the ſociety 
lately inſtituted for commemorating that event. 
Let but theſe principles be adhered to in their 
full force, and our monarchy and ariſtocracy, as 
well as hierarchy, are ſafe ; which I cannot think 
any of them would long be under the manage- 
ment of a ſet of men, by whom tho word Kevolu- 
tion has been emploved as a {y:bol of faction, 
or rather as a cloak (© ver republican notions 
of their own, which the conſtitution of this king- 
dom knows not, and I hope will never know, 
That theſe principles lead to an extenſive toleration, 
zo religious as well as civil liberty,* 1 readily al- 
low; at the ſame time I aſſert, that by an act of 
the legiſlature in 1772, this religious liberty has 
been effectually ſecured from invaſion, and the 
toleration, granted to Diſſenters by law, has been 
made complete. You ſay, that the ſame princi- 
ples will never ſuffer our faith and worſhip to be 
bound down by the fallible deciſions of men; f but 
I am ſure you will not ſay, that either the princi- 
ples of the Revolution, or any other ſet of prin- 
ciples, ought to prevail againſt the infallible de- 
eiſions of Scripture; now I maintain, as ſtoutly 
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as Chillingworth himſelf, that © the Bible is the 


the Church of England, like that of the firſt 
Chriſtians, doth not ſtand in the words of man's 
wiſdom, but in the power and on the word of God.“ 
Whether your account of the fate of parties be 
correct or not, I am unable to determine: that 
an attachment of this ſort is ſtrangely apt to in- 
fluence our judgments, both of meaſures and of 
men, is too plain to be denied: and it ſeems as 
little to be queſtioned, that perſons may agree in 
opinion on political ſubjects, yet differ widely 
from each other on matters of a religious nature; 


and, on the other hand, may be very adverſe in 


politics, yet hold the ſame notions in things 
which concern religion. Of the latter of theſe 
caſes I have an eminent inſtance now before me: 
two perſons of the firſt conſideration in this coun- 
try, but of oppoſite ſentiments in government, I 


mean the preſent miniſter of his majeſty, and the 


late miniſter in the American war, one the Repre- 
ſentative in Parliament of the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, the other the Chancellor of the Univer- 
ſity of Oxford, joining, with the greateſt unani- 


mity, in ſupporting the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſn- 
ment, when attacked in the Houſe of Commons 


* 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5. 
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« religion of Proteſtants,” and that the faith of 
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by the Diſſenters; and, in their arguments on that 
memorable occaſion, defending it on ſuch ſolid 
principles both of reaſon and law, as, it is hoped, 
will long be had in grateful remembrance by the 
true friends of our conſtitution in Churchand State. 


XIII. 
You go on to hint that, according to the notions 
of certain flimſy politicians, if dangerous corrup- 
tions be left to them, it will never be thought the 


proper time to examine and correct them ;* and that 


it may be the ſubjef? for a ſeparate eſſay, to point 
out the miſtaken policy of any MINISTER, who truſts 
that clergymen, preferred by the crown, but whoſe 
notions are inimical to a comprehenſion, will be able, 
bowever learned, to ſupport ecclefiaſtical affairs 
againſt all enquiry and alteration whatever, F Here 


again, Sir, I confeſs myſelf at a loſs to know, 


upon what grounds you ſuſpect that it is, or ever 
was, the wiſh either of his majeſty's Miniſter or of 
any of the Clergy, whether partakers of the royal 
patronage or not, that eccleſiaſtical affairs ſhould 
be ſcreened from all enquiry, Our diſcipline and 
government, our liturgy and articles, our places 
and times of worſhip, are expoſed, without re- 
ſerve, to the examination of all men: we have 
no diſtinction of doctrines into exoteric and eſote- 
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ric; no myſteries, into which a few only are ini- 
tiated, whilſt the reſt of mankind are detained in 
ignorance and error; nor do we acknowledge any 
maxim, like that avowed and defended by the 
founders of Heathenilmn, that it is lawful to de- 
ceive or lie for the public good. The enemies 
of our religious polity have wanted neither op- 
portunity nor inclination to diſcredit its preten- 
ſions, if reaſoning, ſuch as theirs, could have 


done it, long ago; their learning and their wit 


have been equaily tried againſt it, and with equal 
inſucceſs; and the conviction of its utility, we 


truſt, is more firmly rooted than ever in the 


hearts of the wiſe and good. As to alterations, 


when they are important and neceſſary, when 


they are calculated to remove corruptions 


which affect the eſſence of the Chriſtian faith, 
as was the caſe when the great ſeparation was 


made from the Church of Rome; prove, Sir, 
that thoſe you contend for are of this nature, 
and we are ready to adopt them, be the danger 
what it may: even ſuch as are recommended 
as convenient only we would not willingly 
refuſe, were we well aſſured that more good 
than harm would be the conſequence of re- 
geiving them : but when others have been pro- 
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poſed, which no: only contradict the doctrines 
already eſtabliſhed, but in our apprehenſion are 
repugnant to the plain and unſophiſticated ſenſe 
of Scripture ; ſuch as, if once allowed, would oc- 
caſion a total change in all the offices of our 
public ſervice, and indeed amount to an entire 
. ſubverſion of the national belief; theſe, ſo far 
from approving, we conceive ourſelves bound to 
reject with ſomething more than indifference, as 
making no part of divine revelation rightly un- 
derſtood, and tending to deſtroy tbe faith which 
was once delivered to the ſaints.“ 

Reflect, Sir, but for a moment, what it was 
that prevented the moderate plan for amending 
the Liturgy, in 1689, from being brought to a 
concluſion ; what heats and jealouſies attended it 
whilſt it was under agitation ; together with the 
miſchiefs which in all likelihood muſt have fol- 
lowed, had it been carried into execution; inſo- 
much that Biſhop Burnet, one of the warmeſt 
far a comprehenſion when the ſcheme was de- 
pending, was compelled to own, that, had the 
intended correCtions paſſed the Convocation, the 
Jacobites, who oppoſed every change in the 
Church, would have made ſuch advantage of this 


* Jude v. 3· 


eircumſtance, 


of the Church of England. $3 


circumſtance, as might have endangered the Re- 
volution and reſtored the abdicated monarch ; 

and therefore that it was © a happy direction of 
« the providence of God” that it failed: and 
then conſider, whether leſs warmth and animoſity 
would be excited by ſuch a reform, as would pro- 
bably be offered to Parliament now, than wereraiſed 


in Convocation by one infinitely leſs exceptionable 


an hundred years ago. I make no doubt there are 
perſons who, like yourſelf, would aſſiſt in ſupport- 
ing any ſcheme of this ſort that appeared practica- 
ble, from a ſincere deſire of promoting the public 
good: but how many or how few there would be of 
this deſcription, or what they would be able to agree 
on at laſt, conſidering the great variety of diſ- 
cordant projects, relating both to doctrine and to 


diſcipline, with which their deliberations would 


be embarraſſed, and each projector zcalous for 
his own, is impoſſible to foretel. A conſiderable 
number in both houſes of the legiſlature, whether 
from an unwillingneſs to meddle with a ſubject 
which they might not perfectly underſtand, or from 
puſillanimity, or from indolence, it is to be pre- 
ſumed, would not attend; whilſt others, it is to 
be feared, who had no claim to eſteem from a 
virtuous character themſelves, wouid join in any 
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meafure, however dangerous or deſperate, that 
helped to depreſs religion and the clergy. Now, Sir, 
whatſervantof the crown, who at all conſulted either 
his own or the public quiet, would raſhly engage ina 
plan, which would almoſt certainly be accompanied 
with much preſent miſchief, and which is ſo little 
likely to be productive of future good? They, who 
have experienced the anxieties of an exalted ſta- 
tion, have generally found employment enough 
in combating the difficulties which time and 
chance, in the ſhifting viciſſitudes of human things, 
have of courſe thrown in their way, without the 
trouble of going out in ſearch of adventures. 
The perſon who at preſent fills the high depart- 
ment of firſt Miniſter to the King, as reſpectable 

for his private as for his public virtues, nor more 
to be admired for the luſtre of his extraordinary 
abilities than to be loved for the purity of his 
morals, though he does not affect to court dan- 
ger, has never betrayed a willingneſs to decline 
it; and in two attempts made by Diſſenters to 
procure the abolition of thoſe ſalutary laws, which 
the wiſeſt ſtateſinen as well as ableſt writers of 
the laſt and preſent age have conſidered as the 
ſureſt bulwarks of the national religion, has ſtood 
the foremoſt to oppoſe them, It is not from the 


repreſentations 
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repreſentations of ſuch writers as Dr. Prieſtley and 
Dr. Price, that his merits on this important queſtion 
are to be eſtimated, but from the opinions of 
wiſe and candid and diſpaſſionate men; and par- 
ticularly from the judgments of the learned in 
our Two Univerſities, who cannot be conſidered as 
unconcerned ſpectators of what may eventually 
affect their deareſt intereſts, who naturally ſcek 
for protection from all who have been educated 
among them, and indeed have a right to expect 
it from thoſe, in whom they have ſo far placed their 
confidence, as to confer on thera the higheſt offices 
of truſt and dignity in their own diſpoſal. Next to 
God and the King, we look up to Him with well- 
grounded affiance, that in every attack on the 
Church of England, whether by Diſſenters or 
Churchmen, by profeſſed enemies or pretended 
friends, his talents will ſtill be ſucceſsfully exerted 
in our bchalf, and that through his firmneſs and 
ſupport, in concurrence with other members of the 
legiſlature, we ſhall be conducted through all the 


perils which may ſurround us with ſafety and ho- 
nour. 


XIV. 
But it ſeems it is not ſo much from the inter- 
ference of the Miniſter, that the relief you are ſo- 


liciting 
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liciting is to come, as from THE RIGHT REVE- 
REND BENCH :* from them a plan of the ſort you 
are recommending ſhould properly originate : 
from them the nation have a right to demand ſome 
activity, ſome proofs of a jincere diſpoſition of re- 
conciling, as far as may be, all good men to the 
communion of the eſtabliſhed church; f nor would 
any thing more effectually ilence every unfair in- 
fmuation, now too frequently dropped, as if their 
Lordfhips were too much attached to their temporal 
and too little attentive to their ſpiritual concerns, 
than to have it #nown that the Biſhops have applied 
to the King, that a reviſal, under the royal authority, 
might be committed to them and others to prepare. 
It is no uncommon art with perſons of a certain 
diſpoſition to talk of amending the Liturgy and 
Articles, as one of the eaſieſt things in the world 
for the biſhops to effect whenever they pleaſe; 
though they cannot want to be told, that were 
their Lordſhips ever ſo perſuaded of the neceſſity 
of amendments, and ever ſo deſirous of promo- 
ting them, nothing can be done, or even with 
ſafety attempted, without the concurrence of the 
Civil powers to give ſtrength and ſtability to their 


1 page 42. f Page 44. page 45. 
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proceedings. This way of talking and writing 
may ſerve very well as an argument ad invidiam, 


and with a deſign of holding out the ſuperior Cler- 
gy, as obſtinately bent to oppoſe all alterations 


whatever; but will have no weight with ſober 


and thinking perſons, who are aware what dan- 
ger might ariſe from haſty propoſals for reforming 
the Church, when multitudes are on the watch 
for ſuch an opportunity to deſtroy it; or who re- 
collect the memorable ſaying of a great character, 
deeply concerned in the troubles of the laſt cen- 
tury, and himſelf a ſufferer in them, © I ſhall, 
« for my part, never deny but that the Liturgy 
ec of the Church of England may be made bet- 
te ter; but I am ſure withal it may eaſily be 
© made worſe,”* You are candid enough to ac- 


| knowledge, 
ll Page 57. 


* The judgment of the ſage and cautious Archbiſhop 


Secker on this ſubject, in his Latin oration, prepared for 


the Convocation, in 1761, is well worthy to be attended to. 
A ricuros FIDE1 recoquendos, et incudi reddendos, non 
Nec diffitemur potuiſſe quzdam aptius 
enunciari, et adverſus tam argutias quam hallucinationes 
melius muniri. Sed præclare, ut illis temporibus, inſtrutta 
et compofita ſunt omnia; egentque hodie tantum explica- 
tione commodà; non vafram et veteratoriam intelligo, ſed 


artie 
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knowledge, that the learning, and piety, and abi- 


lities, of the preſent ſet of biſhops are equal to thoſ: 
of any who have filled their Lordſpips bench nor 
will it be denied, our enemies themſelves being 
Judges, that, beſides poſſoſſing the virtues p u- 
liar to their profeſſion, the governors of the 


Church have, at any period of our hiſtory, been 


more tender of the rights of conſcience, more 


willing to remove all reſtraints on che liberty of 
thinking and writing on ſubjects of religion, 


or who, with all the natural partiality for their 
own eſtabliſhment, have entertained ſuch enlar- 
ged and generous notions both of the juſtice and 
the policy of tolerating all who diſſent from it, 
as far as can be done conſiſtently with their own 


| ſecurity, than thoſe who now preſide in it. Three 


from this order you are pleaſed to ſelect, who, you 
ſay, are already pledged to the public, and muſt be 


artis grammaticz criticæque regulis conſonam. Et hæc ea- 


dem velim ſibi in memoriam revocent, qui LI TUR IAM 
item recenſeri reformarique flagitant. Ornatior quidem, 
accuratior, plenior, brevior, et poteſt ea fieri et debet: ſed 
modeſta traQatione, ſed tranquillis hominum animis; non 
temerariis, qualia vidimus et videmus, auſis, non inter me- 


dia diſſidia, mutuaſque ſuſpiciones. 


Oratio Synodalis, anno 1761. 
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conſidered as committed, in every ſenſe, to bring for- 
ward a reviſion, having by their former applica- 
tions on the ſubject, ſixteen years fince, borne wit- 
neſs to the neceſſity of the meaſure.* The right re- 
verend prelates, here alluded to, beſt know what 
the amount of their applications was, and how 
far the reform they aimed at was meant to extend. 
At that time, I was myſelf no incurious obſerver of 
what was paſſing ; and with one of the three you 
mention had ſome intereſting diſcourſe on the 


ſubject; and I am confident from what he then 


declared, and from what I know and have heard 
of his principles ſince, he had not the moſt re- 
mote intention to introduce a correction of our 
ſ-rvice-book, ſuch as that now meditated by you; 


and I think it very probable, were the matter 


examined to the bottom, the ſame might be ſaid 
of the other two, whoſe names you have pub- 
liſhed. But there is a circumſtance in this part 
of your pamphlet, where you are giving an ac 

count of the preſent ſer of our prelates, in which 


more is meant than meets the ear, and which I 


cannot well explain, After ſpeaking, and with 
deſerved reſpect, of the late Archbiſhop, you go 
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on thus: Tel we have another Archbiſpop, (of Can- 
terbury, I mean) whoſe character for wiſdom and 
moderaticn, together with his knowledge of the 
world, intitle him ſo well to preſide cover, and ſet the 
example of, that fairneſs and temper of mind, with- 
out which a work of this nature can never be ac- 
compliſbed.“ Without dwelling on the obſervation 
that this ſentence, faithfully copied from your 
book, is in its conſtruction ſomewhat embarraſ- 
ſed, and not ſtrictly conformable to the rules of 
grammar; it ſeems here that, under a compliment 

to one of our Metropolitans, an implied flight is 
meant to be inſinuated concerning the other. The 
virtues of the preſent Archbiſhop of CAN TER BURY 
admit of no acceſſion of ornament from youreulogy, 
Sir, or mine: his Grace's reputation, deſervedly 
acquired by paſſing through a variety of inferior 
ſtations in the Church, firſt raiſed him to the 
Bench, and then advanced him to the higheſt 
ſeat upon it, not more to the ſatisfaction of his 
own order than with the general approbation of 
all good men: And I am ſure I ſhall have his 
leave to add, that we have yet another Arch- 
biſhop, (of York, I mean) who, as next to 
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himſelf in place, is no leſs deſerving of our higheſt 
reſpect and eſteem. If this omiſſion of civility on 
your part were deſigned to mortify the perſon 
againſt whom it is directed, (ſor you could not 
entertain a thought, that it would be at all re- 
garded, and hardly noticed, by any one elſe) it 
has certainly miſſed of its aim; for if there be a 
man alive, who, meaning well and acting uprightly, 
is perfectly at eaſe as to the interpretation which ma- 
ice or miſtake may put upon his conduct, it is this 
venerable and learned prelate. And yet there have 
been times, in which he has for a moment laid 
aide his natural tranquillity; when he has been 
unjuſtly attacked himſelf, or, what affects him 
more, when the great principles of religion and 
government have been unjuſtly attacked in his 
preſence : and by thoſe, who have happened to 
be ſpectators of ſuch a ſcene, I believe it will be 
allowed, that his aſſailant has had no caule to 
gratulate himſelf on his temerity. 

Thus much I have allowed myſelf to ſay of our 
two excellent Metropolitans. As a clergyman 
of the Church of England, I owed them this tri- 
bute of reſpect and duty. And yet, Sir, let me 
aſſure you (for I know what a Layman is ready to 
ſuſpect) that, if I had any perſonal favour to aſk 
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or even to receive from either of them, or if 1 
ad nat teſolved to conceal my name from their 
notice, this tribute, ſinall as it is, had not now 


been paid. 


1 


XV. 


I have now, Sir, brought my remarks on the 
HiwTs, which you have thought proper to ad- 
dreſs to the Clergy, Nobility, and Gentry, Newly AI 
ſociated, to their concluſion; in the courſe of 
which you cannot juſtly complain, that any one 
circumſtance in your pamphlet has been treated by 
me with indifference or neglect; although I am far 
from certain others will not be of opinion, that 
neither your ſubject, nor your manner of treating 
it, were of that importance as to deſerve fo par- 
ticular an anſwer as I have here beſtowed upon 
them. The idea of the defective condition of 
certain parts of our religious ſervice appears to 
have gained ſo entire poſſeſſion of your mind, 
that you take for granted, no man of common 
underſtanding can any Jonger eſpoule them : but 
allow me to remind you, at parting, that the merits 
or demerits of the book of Common-Prayer 
are not to be aſcertained from the reports of 
one 
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one or two peeviſh declaimers, who publiſh 
their invectives in news- papers or in pamphlets, 
and then try to convince the world that theirs 
is the common perſuaſion of every perſon of 
ſenſe, whether of the Laity or Clergy; but are to 


be collected from the opinions of men of confeſſed 


learning and abilities, who, without concert with 
each other, have, profeſſedly or incidentally, 
delivered their judgments concerning it: and 
we have ſeen that, if our Ritual be tried by this 


teſt, it would be eaſy to produce an army of Pro- 


teſtants, natives and foreigners, laymen and di- 
vines, (a few anomalous characters among the laſt 
excepted) who, from the firſt formation of the Li- 


turgy to the preſent day, have uniformly depoſed 


in its favour. So alſo as to a Reviſion, the re- 


commending of which is the one great object of 


your Hints, this ſcheme ſeems to be ſo perpetu- 
ally flitting before your fancy, that you can hard- 
ly refrain from calling on the people to exert their 
right, which you tell them they legally may, of 
demanding it; and, what many of your readers 
muſt often have ſmiled at, you maintain, that it 
is giving up the true principles of religious liberty, 
if our Liturgy, Articles, &c. do not from time to 
time paſs under a formal exami:;ation, even if No- 


THING 


94 Apology for the Liturgy and Clergy 


THING ſhould be found alterable therein.* But here 
again I think I have ſhewn, that if a reviſal were 
made, and were at all like any of thoſe which 
have formerly taken place, it would by no means 
anſwer your end; and if it were carried farther, 
ſo as to affect the doctrines of the Church as they 
are now received, we could not conſent to it 
without fin. It is poſſible, and even probable, 
there is no congregation of Chriſtians, whoſe 
ſyſtem of faith and worſhip has not in it defects 
and errors, which we do not entirely approve; and 
if we abſtain from ſocial worſhip till we find a 
ſociety, which 1s in all tnings exactly of our 
opinion, we ſhall never join in ſocial worſhip at all. 

With this addreſs, Sir, I mean that my literary 
intercourſe with you ſhall begin and end. O- 
ther cares now call for my attention; cares, to 
which I have willingly devoted many of my years 
that are paſt, to which, by the grace of God, | 
hope to devote the ſmall remainder that is yet for 


to come. But even in the preſent inſtance it will 


not be objected to me, by candid men, that | 


* Page 46, 47. It may be proper to obſerve, once for 
all, that the pages of the Hin, &c. are queted from the 
ſecond Edition, the only one the author has ſeen. 
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have wandered from the duties of my profeſſion; 
if, at a time, when the national worſbip has 
been traduced as ill- founded and unſcriptural, 
and the public miniſters of religion have been ar- 
raigned as univerſally illiterate or inſincere, I have 
been impelled by an honeſt indignation at ſuch ca- 


lumnies to write an Apology for the Liturgy and 
Clergy of the Church of England, 
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Page 33, line g i in the note, after Ged, inſtead of a full 
point, put a comma. 
35, line 6, for propriety, read neceſſity. 
44, line 2 from the bottom, inſtead of —— 70 tex 
biſhops and twenty divines, read to thirty 
divines, ten of whom were biſhops. 


The line 16, for 1772, read 1779. 
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